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THE  PREFACE. 


The  allegorical  Poem  of  the  Howlat  was  composed 
about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Although 
it  has  been  regarded  by  criticks,  and  certainly  without 
much  injustice,  as  a prolix  and  very  uncouth  performance, 
(Still  it  is  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  wholly  des- 
titute of  claims  to  attention.  The  forced  style  of  allite- 
ration adopted  by  the  author,  has,  it  is  true,  imparted  to 
his  work  a certain  degree  of  obscurity,  whilst  the  singu- 
lar want  of  propriety  shewn  in  the  construction  of  the  fa- 
ble may  likewise,  in  some  measure,  contribute  to  render 
it  less  attractive : — yet,  after  all,  as  it  serves  to  fill  up  a 
chasm  in  the  history  of  our  poetical  Hterature,  the  read- 
er’s curiosity  may  be  excited,  if  we  attempt  to  throw 
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some  light  on  the  dark  veil  of  allegory  under  which  its 
primary  argument  is  usually  supposed  to  be  concealed. 

The  Poem  itself  comes  to  us  in  the  form  of  a moral 
fable,  illustrative  of  the  danger  of  pride ; but  an  idea  has 
been  started  by  an  ingenious  writer,  that,  under  tliis 
ostensible  character,  there  lay  concealed  an  invective 
against  the  person  and  government  of  James  the  Second 
of  Scotland.  “ The  length  and  nature  of  this  Poem,” 
says  Mr  Pinkerton,  “ founded  on  a trite  fable,  and  the 
long  panegyrick  on  the  House  of  Douglas,  convinced  me 
that  ‘ more  was  meant  than  meets  the  ear and  the 
lines  (in  Stanza  lxxvi.) 

‘ We  cum  pure,  we  gang  pure,  bath  King  and  Comon  ; 

Bot  THOW  rewll  the  richtouss,  thy  crownb  sail  ourere,’ 


certify  the  idea  that  the  Howlat  is  no  other  than  the 
King  James  II. — a prince  little  deserving  such  a satire.”* 
Such  a hypothesis  may  be  thought  too  plausible  to  be 
entirely  rejected ; yet,  if  such  a design  did  really  exist,  it 
was  probably  nothing  more  than  a subordinate  object 
of  the  author.  But  even  this  admission  may  perhaps  aj)- 


* Pinkerton’s  Scotish  Poems,  &c.  Vol.  I.  p.  xxi.'t.  The  reader  will  observe, 
that  the  reading  of  ///y  crowne  in  these  lines  is  not  warranted  by  either  of  the 
old  manuscript  copies. 
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pear  too  gi-eat  to  an  attentive  reader  of  the  poem, — 
^vhich  is  dated  from  Ternoway,  the  seat  of  the  Earls  of 
Moray ; and  which  we  are  told  was  composed  to  please 
the  Countess  of  Moray,  do  wit  or  wedded  to  a Douglas : — 

“ Thus  for  ane  Dow  of  Dunbar  drew  I this  dyte, 

Dowit  wth  ane  Dowglas,  and  baith  war  thai  dowis."^ 


The  lady  here  meant  is  Mary  Dunbar,  who,  in  or  before 
the  year  1447,  brought  that  Earldom  to  her  husband, 
Archibald  Douglas,  third  son  of  James,  seventh  Earl  of 
Douglas. — But  in  order  more  fuUy  to  comprehend  the 
tendency  of  the  fable,  as  well  as  to  fix  the  precise  time 
when  it  was  written,  it  \^iIl  be  necessary  to  advert  in  a 
more  particular  manner  to  the  History  of  the  old  Dou- 
glas days. 

Subsequent  to  the  period  when  the  reins  of  government 
were  assumed  by  James  II.,  that  house,  already  the  most 
potent  in  the  kingdom,  had  received  a great  accession  of 
pow’er  through  the  influence  which  Wilham,  eighth  Earl 
of  Douglas,  possessed  over  the  councils  and  affections  of 
the  youthful  monarch.  By  his  means,  the  younger 
branches  of  the  family  were  raised  to  considerable  dig- 
nities : for,  as  the  excellent  old  historian  of  their  race 


* Stanza  LXXVII.  lines  1 and  2. 
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says  of  liim,  “ he  was  as  kind  and  forward  to  advance 
his  friends,  as  he  had  been  to  quell  his  enemies.”  One 
of  his  brothers,  Hugh,  was  created  Earl  of  Ormond  ; an- 
other of  them,  John,  received  the  title  of  Lord  of  Bal- 
veny ; whilst  a third,  Arcliibald,  as  aheady  has  been  men- 
tioned, obtained  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  James 
Dunbar,  Earl  of  Moray,  who  had  died  without  male 
issue  ; by  which  alhance,  he  prociu'ed  the  right  and 
title  to  that  earldom.  This,  it  may  be  added,  he  obtained 
through  liis  brother’s  influence,  to  the  prejudice  of  James, 
second  Lord  Crichton,  who,  previous  to  the  father’s 
death,  had  been  espoused  to  the  elder  daughter.  But 
soon  after  the  marriage  of  James  II.  vdth  Mary  of 
Gueldi’es,  in  1449,  the  favour  and  power  of  Douglas  be- 
gan sensibly  to  fail ; till  at  length,  partly  in  consequence 
of  repeated  acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  joined  to  the 
representations  of  his  enemies  during  his  absence  abroad, 
the  King’s  affections  were  entirely  alienated  from  liini ; 
and  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  endeavour,  by  aU  possible 
means,  to  curb  his  exorbitant  power  and  influence.  This 
object  was  conceived  to  be  the  more  urgent,  inasmuch 
as  the  confederacy  which  Douglas  had  entered  into  witli 
the  Earls  of  Crawford,  Boss,  and  some  other  of  the  Scot- 
ish  nobles,  for  their  mutual  protection,  was  sufficient  to 
alarm  the  monarch  for  his  own  .safety,  and  the  security 
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of  the  kingdom. — But  the  fate  of  the  Earl  of  Douglas, 
Avho,  in  February  1452,  was  stabbed  by  the  King’s  own 
liand,  is  well  kno^Mi,  and  need  hardly  be  recapitulated.** 
AVilliam  was  succeeded  in  the  earldom  by  his  second 
brother,  Sir  James,  Master  of  Douglas,  who  had  been 
educated  for  the  church ; and  who,  along  with  the  Earl 
of  Ormond,  and  several  other  friends  and  relatives,  had 
accompanied  Douglas  to  the  tovni  of  Stirling.  They 
immediately  rose  up  in  arms  to  revenge  such  an  atro- 
cious act ; and,  in  contempt  of  the  royal  authority,  they 
di’agged  the  safe-conduct  which  Douglas  had  received, 
through  the  streets,  ‘ at  the  tail  of  an  ill-favoured  spit- 
tle-fade, or  mare  speaking  ‘ richt  sclanderfullf  of  the 


3 On  the  Monday  before  Fastrens-even,  21st  February,  Douglas  liaving  re- 
ceived a safe-conduct  under  the  Great  Seal,  subscribed  by  all  the  Lords  who  at 
that  time  were  with  the  King,  by  which  they  pledged  themselves,  “ that  siippos  the 
King  wald  brek  the  hand  forsaid,  that  tliai  suld  lei  il  at  thair  power"  he  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  visit  the  Court,  then  held  at  the  Castle  of  Stirling.  “ And  this  samyn 
Monunday,  (in  the  words  of  a contemporaneous  writer,)  he  passit  to  the  castell, 
and  spak  with  the  King,  that  tuke  richt  wele  with  him  be  apperans,  and  callit 
him  on  the  morne  to  the  dyner  and  to  the  supper,  and  he  come  and  dynit  and 
sowpit.  And  thai  said,  thar  was  a band  betwix  the  said  Erll  of  Dowglas,  and  the 
Erll  of  Ilos,  and  the  Erll  of  Craufurd.  And  efter  supper,  at  sevyne  houris,  the 
King  then  beand  in  the  inner  chalmer  and  the  said  erll,  he  chargit  him  to  broke 
the  forsaid  band.  He  said  he  mycht  nocht,  nor  wald  nocht.  Than  the  King  said, 
Fals  tratour,  sen  yow  u’ill  nocht  I sail,  and  stert  sodanly  till  him  with  ane  knyf, 
and  straik  him  in  at  the  coler,  and  down  in  the  body.  And  thai  sayd  that  Pa- 
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King,  and  all  that  were  implicated  in  the  Earl’s  death. 
After  this,  having  collected  their  force,  they  burnt  the 
town  of  Stirling,  and  continued  to  excite  great  commo- 
tions in  the  southern  parts  of  Scotland : — but  at  length 
J ames — who  had  most  anxiously  endeavoured,  in  a Par- 
liament convened  for  the  express  object,  to  vindicate 
himself  from  the  charge  of  treachery,  and  the  violation 
of  publick  faith, — ^partly  by  strenuous  as  well  as  lenient 
measures,  succeeded  in  inducing  them  to  return  to  their 
allegiance.^ 

There  seems  but  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  How- 
LAT  was  composed  in  the  course  of  the  year  1453,  du- 
ring this  interval  of  reconciliation.  The  author,  in  a 
long  digression,  gives  a particular  description  of  the 
green-tree  of  Douglas,  with  its  armorial  bearings ; and 
the  manner  in  which  he  speaks  of  its  four  branches, 
shews  that  he  certainly  means  James,  ninth  Earl  of 


trik  Gray  straik  him  nixt  the  King,  with  ane  poll  ax  on  the  hed,  and  straik  out 
his  harnes.  And  syne  the  gentilJis  that  war  with  the  King,  gaf  thaim  ilkane 
a straik  or  twa  with  knyffis.” — Chronicle  of  James  II.  King  of  Scots,  4to,  p.  46, 
— Published  from  Asloan’s  Manuscript  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq. 

The  reader  may  compare  this  account  with  the  narrative  of  the  excellent  old 
historian  of  the  family,  David  Hume  of  Godscroft,  whose  work  ought  to  be  fa- 
miliar to  every  one  who  feels  interested  in  the  ancient  annals  of  our  country. 

* Pinkerton’s  History,  vol.  I.  p.  220. 
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Douglas,  and  his  three  brothers,  Archibald,  Earl  of  JSIo- 
ray ; Hugh,  Earl  of  Ormond  ; and  John,  Lord  of  Bal- 
veny,  who  are,  indeed,  specially  mentioned  by  name. 
— From  this  circiunstance,  it  is  evident,  that,  had  the 
composition  of  the  poem  taken  place  immediately  sub- 
sequent to  the  death  of  Earl  William  in  1452,  we 
might  at  least  have  expected  to  find  some  allusion  to 
an  event  which  struck  at  the  very  root  of  aU  the  gran- 
deur and  power  of  that  house.  The  mere  representar- 
tion  of  the  King,  under  the  degrading  form  of  an  owl, 
complaining  to  the  other  birds  of  his  deformity,  would, 
at  that  time,  be  altogether  insufficient  to  express  the 
sentiments  which  the  adherents  of  Douglas  entertained 
of  their  Monarch ; although  it  might  well  enough  serve 
to  dimly  shadow  forth  theii*  feelings,  when  more  caution 
and  reserve,  on  their  part,  was  necessary  in  any  allusion 
to  the  King’s  person.  But  however  this  may  be,  no  pos- 
sible doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  the  Howlat 
must  be  dated  previous,  at  least,  to  the  battle  of  Arkin- 
holm,  in  Dumfries-shire,  which  took  place  in  May  1455  : 
for,  on  that  occasion,  the  Douglases  having  again  ap- 
peared in  open  rebellion,  Arcliibald,  Earl  of  Moray,  hus- 
band of  the  lady  to  whom  the  poem  is  addressed,  was 
slain ; and  his  brother,  Hugh,  Earl  of  Ormond,  taken 
prisoner  and  executed.  In  the  following  month,  the 
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whole  family  of  Douglas  was  attainted,  and  forced  into 
exile.  Well  might  Lyndsay,  alluding  to  their  fate,  ex- 
claim. 


“ Quliare  beue  the  douclitie  Erlis  of  Dowglas, 
Quhilkis  royallie,  into  this  regioun  rang  ? 
Forfait  and  slane  ! qubat  neidith  mair  process. 
Dame  Curia  thame  dulfullie  down  thrang.”® 


Of  the  personal  history  of  the  author,  whose  name  was 
Holland,  no  kind  of  information  has  been  discovered. 
^Ve  are  even  left  in  ignorance  of  his  cliristian  name  ; but 
the  poem  carries  with  it  the  most  convincing  proof  that 
he  was  a strenuous  adherent  of  the  noble  and  powerful 
family  of  Douglas.  The  sirname  of  Holland  is,  how- 
ever, so  uncommon,  and  the  coincidence  of  situation  and 
attachment  so  remarkable,  as  almost  to  place  it  beyond 
suspicion  that  the  author  of  the  Howlat  may  have  been 
the  Sir  Kichard  Holland,  whose  name  occurs  in  an  Act 
of  Parhament,  March  1482;  in  which  a reward  is  offer- 
ed for  the  apprehension  of  those  cummyn  of  gent  ill  blude, 


® Lynd.say’s  Works,  vol.  1.  p.  31Q.  “ Dame  Curia,”  says  Mr  Chalmers,  “ is 

an  allegorical  personage  of  Lyndsay’s  creation  ; and  frequently  brought  forward 
by  him.  She  guided  the  destinies  of  the  court,  and  is  frequently  employed  in  hurl- 
ing down  courtiers  from  their  eminence." 
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who  were  followers  of  the  exiled  Earl  of  Douglas.®  But 
from  the  manner  in  which  our  author  is  mentioned  by 
Dunbar,  and  by  Sir  David  Lyndsay,  along  with  the  other 
Scotish  mak(i7’s,  or  poets,  whom  they  commemorate,  we 
may  readily  infer,  that  he  was  esteemed  as  a writer  of  some 
distinction  ; and  Lyndsay,  who  connects  his  name  with 
those  of  Merser,  Henryson,  and  three  other  of  their  con- 
temporaries, says  with  emphasis : — 

“ Thodit  they  be  cleid,  thair  libellis  bene  Hrand, 

Quliilkis  to  reherse,  makis  reidaris  to  rejolse.” 


® This  is  an  act  “ for  resisting  and  staynching  of  the  tressoun  of  the  traitour, 
James  of  Douglace,  quhilk  is  now  cummyng  to  the  bordouris."  Besides  the  re- 
ward offeredj  as  above-mentioned,  there  is  a free  remission  to  others  who  should 
forsake  Douglas  and  come  over  to  the  King ; but  from  this  act  of  grace,  Hol- 
land is  specially  excepted.  This  clause  of  the  act  is  in  the  following  words 

“ Except  the  personis  that  pleses  his  hienes  to  except.  That  is  to  say,  the  tra- 
touris,  Jamis  of  Douglace,  Alexander  Jarding,  Schir  Richard  Holland,  and 
Maistcr  Patrick  Halyburton,  priestis,  and  vther  sic  like  tratouris  that  ar  sworne 
Inglismen,  and  remanys  in  Ingland,” — Acts  of  the  Parliatnents  of  Scotland,  vol, 
II.  p.  139. 

From  this  we  learn,  (supposing  the  person  named  to  be  our  author,)  that  he 
was  a priest,  to  whom  the  title  of  Schir  in  those  days  was  given,  and  from  whence 
originated  the  usual  designation  of  their  being  the  Pope’s  Knights.  Thus  Lynd- 
say says, 

“ The  pure  priest  thinkis  he  gettis  na  richt, 

Be  he  nocht  stilit  like  an  knicht. 

And  callit  Schir,  before  his  name ; 

As  Schir  Tliomas,  and  Schir  'Williame.” 

b 
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No  other  of  Holland’s  libcllis,  or  writings,  has  reach- 
ed our  times,  except  the  Howlat,  which  was  first  print- 
ed in  the  year  1792/  from  the  copy  preserved  in  Banna- 
tyne’s  jManuscript,  (written  in  1568  ;)  but  the  editor  ap- 
pears to  liave  been  singularly  unfortunate  in  a transcri- 
ber ; numerous  passages  which  were  of  themselves  suf- 
ficiently obscure,  having  been  rendered  absolutely  un- 
intelligible. The  text  of  the  present  edition  is  taken 
from  a transcript  made  some  years  ago,  but  since,  very 
carefully  collated  with  the  more  ancient  copy,  contained 
in  a valuable  manuscript,  in  the  Auchinleck  Library,  which 
appears  to  have  been  compiled  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  (about  the  year  1515,)  by  one  Jolni 
Asloan.  or  Sloane  ; and  wliich,  in  every  respect,  in  so  far 
as  the  Howlat  is  concerned,  is  indisputably  superior  to 
the  other.  The  various  readings  afforded  by  a careful 
collation  of  these  two  manuscripts,  (the  only  coj^ies  known 
to  be  extant,)  are  not  of  much  importance  ; but  such 
of  them  as  seemed  worth  noticing,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  together  with  a few  Notes,  illustrative  of  the 
poem. 

As  the  reader  may  be  gratified  to  see  a facsimile  of 
the  ancient  manuscript,  which  has  been  followed,  a few 


7 In  the  Appendix  subjoined  to  Pinkerton’s  Collection  of  Scotlsk  Poems,  re- 
printed from  scarce  editions.  London,  1792,  3 vols.  post  8vo. 
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lines  are  accordingly  given  from  the  end  of  the  poem,  to 
which  is  subjoined,  the  autograph  of  the  transcriber." 


It  may  be  proper,  however,  before  expressing  any  sen- 
timents as  to  the  poetical  merit  of  the  Howlat,  to  give 
a brief  summary  of  the  fable,®  for  the  benefit  of  those 
readers  who  may  not  be  very  conversant  with  -writings  so 


® This,  as  well  as  the  other  ornaments  in  the  volume,  were  executed  by  Mr 
l.izars  ; that  on  the  title-page  being  taken  from  a very  clever  design  by  Charles 
Kirkpatrick  Sharpe,  Esq.,  for  which,  and  for  many  similar  favours,  I owe  my 
Ijest  and  most  grateful  acknowledgments. 

® In  the  following  summary,  much  unnecessary  trouble  has  been  saved,  in 
availing  myself  of  an  elaborate  analysis  of  this  poem,  by  the  late  Alexander 
Thomson,  Esq. — kindly  communicated  to  me  hy  Dr  Robert  Anderson,  from  the 
collections  of  1ms  lamented  friend,  which  were  intended  for  a History  of  Scotish 
Poetrv ; but  in  which  no  considerable  progress  seems  to  have  been  made. 
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antiquated  and  obscure.  They  will,  by  this  means,  be 
better  enabled  to  judge  for  themselves  respecting  the 
notions  wliich  some  people  have  entertained  of  its  sati- 
rical tendency ; particularly,  should  any  one,  anxious  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  Scotish  IMonarch,  propose 
the  question, 

“ Hare  you  heard  the  argument  ? Is  there  no  offence  in’t  ?” 


The  poet  walks  out  at  the  soft  season  of  the  year,  and, 
sitting  down  by  the  side  of  a river,  (of  the  pleasures  of 
which  place,  he  declines  giving  any  particular  descrip- 
tion, in  order  to  avoid  prolixity,  having,  as  he  says,  me- 
kle  matter  in  meter  to  gloss) — he  hears  a piteous  lamen- 
tation, uttered  by  an  owl  in  a holly  tree,  who  was  look- 
ing with  horror  at  his  own  visage  in  the  w^ater.  The  Owl 
resolves  to  appeal  to  the  Pope  of  Birds,  in  the  hoj)es, 
that,  through  the  prayers  and  intercession  of  liis  holi- 
ness, Dame  Nature  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  alter  his  ap- 
pearance, and  to  schape  him  a schand  bird.  Accordingly, 
he  comes  to  the  Peacock,  who  is  Pope,  and  fading  reve- 
rently on  his  knees,  receives  his  braid  benesoun  or  bene- 
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diction.  The  Pope  having  heard  his  complaint,  and  con- 
sidering it  a weighty  affair,  directs  his  secretary,  the  Tur- 
tle, to  summon  a general  council ; and  the  Swallow,  as 
both  herald  and  messenger,  is  dispatched  on  this  errand. 
The  different  birds  belonging  to  the  Spiritual  estate  as- 
semble, and  the  ecclesiastical  dignities  allotted  to  each 
of  them  are  described.  The  council  proceeds  to  de- 
liberate on  the  case ; but  a variety  of  opinions  being  ex- 
pressed, it  is  thought  preferable  to  defer  coming  to  any 
decision,  until  the  concurrence  of  the  State  Temporal  is 
obtained.  The  Swallow  is  again  sent  off  with  letters, 
and  finds  the  Eagle,  or  Emperor,  in  the  Tower  of  Baby- 
lon, who  graciously  receives  the  message,  and  summon- 
ing his  train  of  attendants,  immediately  sets  out  with 
them  on  their  journey.  They  speedily  arrive  in  Europe, 
and  reach  the  forest  in  which  the  general  convocation  is 
held.  The  Emperor’s  attendants  are  then  enumerated 
by  the  poet,  among  whom  we  find  the  Woodpecker,  as 
pursuivant,  beai-ing  his  arms,  and  those  of  the  King  of 
France,  and  the  King  of  Scotland.  Next  to  the  arms  of 
Scotland,  are  those  of  the  Douglasses,  who  are  designa- 
ted by  our  author  as  the  iveir-ivull,  or  bulwark  of  their 
country  ; and,  it  is  easy  to  see  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  speaks  of  them,  the  strength  of  his  attachment  to 
that  family.  The  stanzas  descriptive  of  their  noble  an- 
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cestor,  who  was  chosen  by  Robert  the  Bruce,  when  on 
his  death-bed,  to  carry  his  heart  to  the  Holy  Land,  are 
very  animated.  After  this  romantick  episode,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  describe  tlie  blazons  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  family  ; but  with  all  his  minuteness,  the  author  is 
afraid  he  has  not  said  enough ; and  more  than  once  re- 
fers the  readers  to  professed  heralds,  to  tell  them  the  haill. 

Returning  then  to  the  fable,  the  temporal  birds  are 
welcomed  by  the  Prelates,  and  kindly  invited  to  dinner 
by  the  Pope.  I hey  are  arranged  at  table  by  the  Falcon, 
who  is  marshall : the  Stork  being  appointed  steward  du- 
ring flesh-time  ; and  the  Soland-Goose  during  the  season 
of  Lent,  for  this  special  reason,  that  from  the  firmament 
he  could  fang  the  fische  deid.  In  the  midst  of  the  ban- 
quet, the  Thrush,  and  some  other  birds,  as  minstrels,  en- 
ter, and  sing  a hymn  to  the  Virgin  Mary ; which  is  fol- 
lowed by  a curious  hst  of  musical  instruments.  The 
Jay,  in  the  capacity  of  a juggler,  is  next  introduced,  who 
exliibits  several  wonderful  exploits.  He  is  succeeded  by 
the  Rook,  in  the  character  of  a bard  from  Ireland,  who 
begins  to  repeat  an  absurd  rhapsody  of  the  genealogy  of 
the  Irish  Kings ; for  which,  and  some  other  of  his  false- 
hoods, he  is  sharply  rebuked.  But  his  continued  inso- 
lence and  loquacity  is  checked  by  the  entrance  of  the 
Lapwing  and  the  Cuckoo,  as  two  fly  rand  fools,  who  seize 
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on  him,  and  pull  him  by  the  hair,  and  defile  him  so,  that, 
to  use  the  author’s  expressive  words. 


“ The  bard  smaddit  lyke  a stnaik  smorit  in  a sraedy.” 


After  which,  the  two  fools,  to  the  great  amusement  of 
the  company,  fall  by  the  ears,  and  abuse  each  other. — At 
length  the  council  proceed  to  business,  and  the  request 
contained  in  the  Owl’s  petition  is  readily  granted.  They 
offer  up  their  prayers  to  Dame  Nature,  who  descends, 
and,  willingly  acceding  to  their  united  desires,  bids  each 
of  the  birds  lend  the  Owl  one  of  its  feathers,  which  she 
engages  to  join  together  before  her  departure.  This  be- 
ing done,  the  fortunate  petitioner  is  suddenly  changed 
from  his  despised  shape,  and  becomes  the  fairest  bird  in 
all  Scotland  ; the  transition,  however,  having  the  effect 
also  of  changing  his  behaviour  to  extreme  haughtiness 
and  arrogance,  w'hich  at  length  become  so  intolerable, 
that  the  birds  apply  again  to  Nature  for  redress.  She 
grants  it,  with  the  same  condescension  as  formerly  ; and 
the  Owl,  thus  despoiled  of  all  his  borrowed  plumage, 
and  reduced  to  his  original  despised  and  deformed  con- 
dition, gives  vent  to  his  feelings  in  several  excellent  mo- 
ral reflections  on  the  dangerous  effects  of  pride.  The  au- 
thor concludes  with  mentioning  the  cause  of  his  w riting 
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the  poem,  and  the  place  where  the  adventure  is  said  to 
have  occurred. 

Such  is  a brief  outline  of  this  fable,  of  the  poetical  me- 
rits of  which,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion.'®  Although 
♦ 

The  following  is  the  opinion  of  an  ingenious  writer,  already  named,  with  re- 
gard to  Holland's  merits  as  a poet : — 

To  the  character  of  an  original  inventor,”  Mr  Thomson  says,  “ the  author 
of  the  Houlate  has  but  a slender  claim ; for  besides  hanng  taken  the  story  of  his 
poem  from  the  fable  of  the  Jackdaw  with  borrowed  feathers,  he  is  indebted  to 
Chauccfs  Assemble  of  Foules,  for  some  of  its  principal  decorations.  The  cata- 
logue of  birds,  and  the  personification  of  Nature,  are,  both  of  them,  imitations  of 
Chaucer  ; but  the  former  is  inferior,  in  every  respect,  to  the  characteristic 
sketches  of  his  master ; and  the  latter  is  so  little  suited  to  the  situation  in  which 
it  stands,  as  cleai-ly  shews  it  to  have  been  an  exotic,  transplanted  from  a much 
more  poetical  soil. 

“Drayton  has  a poem  entitled  the  Orvl;  but  there  is  no  similarity  between 
it  and  the  Houlate,  either  in  the  subject,  or  the  manner  of  treating  it.  But  the 
want  of  propriety  in  this  poem  is  a blemish  still  greater  than  that  of  originality. 
Nothing  in  composition  can  be  more  absurd,  than  the  custom  of  investing  birds 
and  beasts  with  dignities  ecclesiastical  and  civil ; and  putting  dialogues  into  their 
mouths,  upon  moral,  religious,  or  political  topics.  Perhaps,  however,  the  candid 
reader  may  be  inclined  to  think  this  more  excusable  in  a writer  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  when  he  recollects  that  the  very  same  impropriety  was  committed  by  the 
author  of  the  Hind  and  Panther,  almost  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth. 

“ Tlie  adoption  of  Mr  Pinkerton’s  hypothesis  would  furnish  us  with  a still  more 
striking  coincidence  (or  rather  contrast)  between  Holland  and  Dryden.  The  in- 
tention  of  the  former  in  writing  the  Houlate,  was  to  depreciate  James  II.  of  Scot- 
land : to  extoll  James  II.  of  England,  and  recommend  his  religion,  was  that  of 
the  latter.  But  the  discovery  of  this  allegorical  meaning  gives  no  fresh  merit  to 
the  Scottish  poem,  as  the  satire  in  the  one  is  equally  unjust,  and  equally  culpa- 
ble, with  the  panegyric  in  the  other." — MS.  Critique  on  the  Hmvlnt,  p.  1 6,  &c. 


THE  PREFACE. 


xvii 


tlie  details  are  occasionally  amusing,  it  is  still  confessed- 
ly a dull  performance,  exhibiting,  neither  in  conception 
nor  execution,  any  extraordinary  degree  of  poetical  ta- 
lent. But  dull  as  the  poem  generally  may  be,  there  is 
a redeeming  beauty  in  the  episode  of  James,  Lord  of 
Douglas  ; and  it  might  be  difficult  to  point  out  any  si- 
milar passage  in  our  old  poetical  writers,  in  which  ani- 
mated description  is  combined  with  so  much  tenderness 
and  feehng.  Moreover,  the  poem  is  remarkable  for  its 
language,  no  less  than  for  its  versification,  in  the  struc- 
ture of  which,  it  bears  a marked  resemblance  to  some  of 
the  more  ancient  of  our  metrical  romances  ; although  the 
style  is  neither  so  difficult  nor  so  obscure  as  that  of  Go- 
lagrus  and  Gawane,  or  of  Eaulf  Coilyear,  the  romances 
more  especially  alluded  to.  If,  after  what  has  been 
stated,  any  reader  is  incHned  to  believe  that  this  poem 
contains  a covert  satire  on  James  II.,  with  regard  to 
his  ambitious  dispositions,  he  must  at  least  concede, 
that  the  satire  is  not  of  the  most  pungent  and  caustick 
nature.  But  such  a notion  really  derives  little,  if  any, 
support  from  the  poem  itself,  in  which  we  can  find  no 
direct  allusions  either  to  the  personal  character  of  the 
King,  or  to  the  state  of  Scotland  in  his  reign  ; nor  does 
the  situation  of  James,  at  any  period  of  his  hfe,  accord 
with  that  implied  by  the  adoption  of  such  an  hypothe- 
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sis.  Besides,  the  idea  of  the  author’s  having  made  use  of 
an  allegorical  fable  for  any  such  purpose,  might  be  con- 
troverted on  the  grounds,  that  at  that  early  period  our 
writers  had  not  resorted  to  such  a mode  of  composition  : 
they  had,  in  fact,  no  experience  of  the  power  and  exten- 
sive influence  of  political  satire,  wliich  belongs  to  a much 
more  advanced  and  polished  state  of  society.  On  the 
whole,  we  may  conclude  with  observing,  that  the  author 
has  displayed  considerable  ingenuity  and  descriptive 
power,  and  has  preserved  several  curious  sketches  of  the 
manners  of  the  time  ; and  that  although  the  poem  of 
The  Howlat  is  in  some  measure  obscured  by  the  unfor- 
tunate preference  which  has  been  given  to  the  allitera- 
tive style  that  prevailed  so  much  in  our  ancient  poetical 
literature,  it  must  nevertheless  be  always  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  singularly  curious  productions  of  the  age  to 
which  it  belongs. 


Edinburgh,  Octoler  1823. 
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Since  the  foregoing  Preface  was  written,  the  Editor 
has  been  kindly  favoured  with  the  following  communi- 
cation from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  which  he  is  happy  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  present  to  the  reader  ; and  wliich 
probably  will  satisfy  most  people  on  the  point  at  issue  : — 

“ After  the  opinions  entertained  and  expressed  on 
the  subject  by  great  antiquaries,  it  may  seem  bold  to 
doubt  whether  the  Howlat  contains  any  political  allu- 
sion either  to  James  II.,  or  to  the  state  of  Scotland  ; or, 
indeed,  whether  it  means  any  thing  more  than  a mere 
apologue,  with  such  a fanciful  adaptation  of  the  charac- 
teristicks  and  peculiarities  of  the  various  tribes  of  birds 
to  the  classes  of  mankind,  as  has  been  made  in  our  own 
time  in  the  witty  and  ingenious  poem  called  “ The 
Peacock  at  Home,” — the  authoress  of  which,  we  'will  ven- 
ture to  say,  never  heard  of  Sir  Kichard  Holland,  or  read 
a word  of  his  Howlat,  though  the  pieces  bear  a singu- 
lar resemblance  to  each  other.  Another  satire  of  the 
same  kind  appeared  at  Paris,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
Eevolution,  in  which  the  various  orders  of  Cathohc  clergy 
are  ludicrously  classified,  as  birds,  according  to  the  sys- 
tem of  Linnaeus. 
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“ The  strong  argument  by  which  alone  the  general  opi- 
nion has  been  hitherto  supported,  is,  that  the  author,  an 
avowed  friend  and  eulogist  of  the  great  House  of  Dou- 
glas, must  necessarily  be  an  enemy  of  the  reigning  fami- 
ly, and  willing  to  depress  or  insult  the  character  of 
James  II.,  as  the  enemy  of  his  friends  and  patrons.  To 
this  we  allow  its  full  weight ; and  if  we  could  find  in  the 
piece,  from  beginning  to  end,  any  thing  peculiarly  allu- 
sive to  the  person  of  James  II.,  or  the  events  of  his  reign, 
we  are  ready  to  admit,  that,  arguing  a priori,  we  should 
be  apt  to  recognize  such  allusion  as  a libel  on  that  prince, 
and  as  being  a very  natural  appendage  or  corollary  to 
a panegyric  on  the  House  of  Douglas.  If  the  poem  had 
satirized  pride  or  violence  in  oppression  and  abusion  of 
power,  as  such  faults  would  have  corresponded  with  the 
charges  which  the  Douglas  faction  had  brought  against 
the  King ; Or,  suppose  that  James  had  been  a Pohsh 
monarch,  called  to  the  throne  by  the  suifrages  of  the 
nobles  over  whom  he  is  afterwards  accused  of  tyranni- 
zing, the  parable  of  the  Howlat  in  his  borrowed  feathers 
would  have  been  applicable,  and  the  catastrophe  of  the 
apologue  would  have  conveyed  a striking  inuendo.  But 
James  II.  came  to  a hereditary  throne  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  succession  ; and  owed  his  sovereignty  neither 
to  the  compassion  and  patronage  of  the  “ Pape,”  nor  to 
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any  special  surrender  of  privileges  on  the  part  of  the 
nobles.  His  authority  was  native  to  him,  and  he  held 
the  kingdom  on  the  same  terms  on  which  his  nobles  held 
their  estates,  as  the  lawful  owner  of  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors.  Indeed,  it  is  particularly  worthy  of  notice, 
that  when  the  author  mentions  the  King  of  Scotland 
distinctly,  and  by  name,  it  is  in  his  character  of  an  inde- 
pendent and  hereditary  sovereign,  giving  the  lie  to  his 
own  satire,  if  we  are  to  understand  that  he  elsewhere 
likened  James  II.  to  the  Owl  in  borrowed  feathers. 

‘ Our  soverane  of  Scotland, 

Qubilk  sail  be  lord  and  ledar — 

Our  braid  Britaine  all  qubar. 

As  Sanct  Margarctis  air.' 


If  it  be  alleged  that  this  description  is  introduced  mere- 
ly as  a device  to  conceal  his  satire,  and  screen  the  au- 
thor from  consequences,  it  may  be  repHed,  First,  That  in 
or  about  the  year  1453,  a friend  of  the  House  of  Douglas, 
writing  in  the  forest  of  Ternoway,  at  a time  when  general 
publication  was  out  of  the  question,  would  probably  have 
had  little  cause  to  dread  the  vengeance  of  his  Sovereign. 
Secondly,  That  unless  there  be  points  of  satirical  resem- 
blance which  the  lapse  of  ages  may  have  obscured,  it 
would  never  answer  the  purpose  of  a satirist  to  cover  his 
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meaning  so  entirely,  that  when  his  production  is  read 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  no  point  of  resemblance  oc- 
curs between  his  libel  and  its  object,  wliich  might  not 
be  equally  applicable  to  any  King  and  people  of  the  pe- 
riod. It  would  be  idle  to  express  a positive  opinion  on 
a subject  obscured  by  the  mist  of  so  many  ages ; but 
until  some  coincidence  is  shewn,  stronger  than  any  which 
we  are  able  to  perceive  betvixt  the  fable  of  the  Howlat 
and  the  History  of  James  II.,  we  cannot  but  think  it 
equally  probable,  that  instead  of  writing  a satire,  Hol- 
land amused  his  leisure  at  Ternoway  by  compiling  a 
poetical  apologue,  upon  a plan  used  not  only  by  Chaucer, 
but  by  many  of  the  F rench  minstrels,  without  any  view 
whatever  to  local  or  national  politics.  The  praises  of  the 
Douglasses  are  introduced  in  an  inartificial  manner ; but 
such  digressions  are  not  uncommon  in  the  authors  of  a 
rude  age.  The  hymn  to  the  virgin  (Stanza  lvi.)  is  just 
such  an  effusion  of  episodical  devotion,  as  the  panegyric 
on  the  Douglasses  is  a burst  of  friendly  enthusiasm.  ISTay, 
the  very  circumstance,  that  they  are  brought  forward 
without  parable,  or  without  disguise,  seems  to  make 
against  the  opinion  that  there  is  a political  allegory  in  the 
rest  of  the  poem  Had  the  Douglas  been  introduced  as 
the  eagle  or  falcon,  there  w^ould  have  been  better  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  King  w^as  sketched  under  the  cha- 
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racter  of  the  Howlat.  On  the  whole,  judging  from  the 
tenor  of  the  poem  and  all  that  we  know  of  the  history 
of  the  period,  we  can  only  sum  up  with  the  remark,  that 
if  Holland  be  actually  a satirist,  he  has  been  one  of  the 
most  cautious  that  ever  wrote  verse,  since  it  is  so  hard 
to  discover  in  what  his  satire  consists  ; or,  in  other  words, 
he  has  hidden  his  meaning  so  completely,  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  a modern  author  distinctly  to  apprehend 
it.” 


The  following  passage  from  Henry  the  old  Scotish 
Minstrel, — the  most  romantick  of  all  our  ancient  writers, 
had  escaped  my  recollection  when  I was  engaged  in 
drawing  up  the  foregoing  preface  ; but  it  is  not  too  late 
to  be  brought  forward  as  a corroborative  proof  of  what 
is  so  clearly  and  satisfactorily  stated  in  the  above  com- 
munication. There  is  to  be  found  in  it  a most  dis- 
tinct reference  to  the  poem  of  the  Howlat,  which  is 
resarded  as  notliing  more  than  a moral  fable.  This  is  the 
more  cmious,  as  it  is  contained  in  a work  supposed  to 
have  been  written  about  the  year  1470,  by  one,  who,  if 
not  personally  acquainted  with  our  author,  was  at  least 
his  contemporary.  The  lines  occur  in  that  part  of  the 
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mmstrel’s  narrative,  where  he  describes  the  contention 
wliich  took  place  before  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  when  Sir 
William  Wallace  refused  to  yield  up  his  accustomed 
post  of  honour,  at  the  time  that  Stewart  of  Bute  insisted 
on  leading  the  vanguard  of  the  army.  Stewart  upon  this 
upbraids  Wallace  for  pride,  and  addressing  our  valourous 
and  immortal  champion,  says,  “ by  thee  I tell  a tale.” 


“ ‘ Say  furth/  quoth  he,  ‘ off  the  farrest  yhe  can.’ 

Wnhappyly  his  taill  thus  he  began : — 

‘ Wallace,’  he  said,  ' thow  takis  the  mekill  cur  ; 

So  FERYT  IT,  BE  WYEKYNG  OFF  NaTUK, 

How  A Howeat  compeend  of  his  FETHEHAME, 

Quhiee  Deym  Natur  tuk  off  iek  byrd,  but  beame, 

A FAYR  FETHYR,  AND  TO  THE  HoWEAT  GAIFF  ; 

Than  he  through  pryd  heboytyt  ale  the  eayfp. 

Quhar  off  suld  thow  thi  senyhe  schaw  so  he 

Thow  thinkis  nan  her  at  suld  tlii  faloir  he.  / 

This  makis  it,  thow  art  cled  with  our  men. 

Had  we  our  awin,  thin  war  hot  few  to  ken.’ 

At  thir  wordis  gud  W’allace  brynt  as  fyr : 

Our  haistely  he  ansuerd  him  in  ire, 

‘ Thow  leid,’  he  said,  ‘ the  suth  full  oft  has  ben, 

Thar,  and  I baid,  quhar  thow  durst  nocht  be  seyn 

Contrar  enemys,  na  mar,  for  Scotlandis  rycht 

Than  dar  the  Howlat  quhen  that  the  day  is  brycht.’  " 

Wallace, — by  Henry  the  Minstrel. — Buke  X.  1.30,  i^c. 
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I^eir  begsfnnts 
Cbe  j&ube  of  tbe  l^otolat. 


% 

tfje  niptiDiis  of  at  morne,  ajj  3f  ment, 
Cfjtotoe  mprtti  niatbft  on  molU,  till  a grene  nieiO, 
C&c  Ijemeo  bipt&efi  of  file  fto  t\jt  fon  blent, 

CDat  all  brifljtnpt  about  tlje  botbourijs  on  bteib  : 
JSltf)  albj)n  tjftbeiEi  of  alt  tljat  toat  in  etb  lent 
Ct)f  felblo  flurtfi,  and  ftet  full  of  fatrljeb ; 

^0  foft  toasJ  tlje  feflToun  our  ^ouerane  bonne  fent, 
Ctjroto  tlje  greable  gift  of  btjs  fobbed, 

Cljat  all  mass  amiable  otor  tbe  atr  and  tbe  erb  : 
Ctjuss,  tbrotp  tljir  clifttss  fo  clefr# 

2jOitl)outln  fallotcie  or  felr, 

3[  ratbit  till  ane  laeneir,  Cbat  rpalln  agperb, 


3I31‘ 

Cljtis  iReutt  domi  ran,  but  retting  or  ruf, 
Cj^roioe  ane  forett  on  fold,  tijat  farlp  toa0  fair ; 

311  tlje  Ijraj>i0  of  tlje  6rj)iu  ttair  Iiranciji^  abuf, 

3nD  birdie  bl^tbctt  of  ble,  on  bloflbmcs  bair ; 

Cbe  lanb  lolune  toao  and  le,  toitij  Ipbing  and  Inf, 

3nd  for  to  lende  b^  that  laifee,  tboeljt  me  lebar, 
'IBeeauo  tijat  tljir  tiarteo  in  Dfitbi0  eoutfj  buf» 
Ipranfand  and  prun^eand,  be  pair  and  be  pair  : 

Ct)U0  fat  31  in  folaee,  feberlp  and  fure, 

Content  of  ttjt  fair  firtb, 

^efele  mair  of  tlje  mirtlj, 

910  blptb  of  tfje  birtfj  Cljat  tbe  ground  bnre. 


Cbe  birtb  that  tbe  ground  buretoa0  brotodin  on  breidi0, 
ajQitb  gtr0  gape  a0  tbe  gold,  and  grane0  of  grace, 
^endi0  and  medicpne  for  menni0  all  neidi0  } 

JDelpe  to  bfvt,  and  to  ljurt,  btilfull  it  toa0. 

©ndir  tlje  Cirkill  folar  tljir  fauoru0  feidio 
Jflar  nuritt  be  dame  JI3atnr,  tljat  noble  mattre0  j 
TBot  all  tljar  name0  to  nebpn  a0  nolo,  it  nocljt  neid  io, 
31t  bjar  prolirt  and  lang,  and  lentljing  of  fpace, 

9nd  31  Ijaue  mefele  matir  in  metir  to  glo0, 

HDf  ane  notbir  fentence 
9nd  toaike  i0  mp  eloquence ; 

Cljarfor  in  baitt  mill  3[  beu0  Co  tbe  purpoo. 


323. 

©ff  tfjat  pucpojs  tn  t&e  place,  fie  prpme  of  tlje  fiap, 

3 ijetfi  ane  petuojs  appele,  toftlj  ane  puv  mane, 

^olptt  tn  forotue,  tfiat  fatilp  routfj  fap> 

2]23a  tg  me,  totetcfie  tn  tljijs  marlfi,  tuilfome  of  tuane, 
223ttl)  mair  murnpng  t'n  mpnfi  tljan  3 mepne  map, 
molptt  eeutfifuUp  rotlj  tn  a rude  rane ; 

©f  tfiat  fedp  on  fold,  3 fell  tn  affrap, 

JI3itar  tljat  nopo  tn  nefl  3 nerljft  tn  ane 
3 fatoc  ane  l))oti3lat,  in  Ijaifi,  tmdie  ane  Ijolpne, 
ILuband  tfie  latfie  tljroioe, 

3nd  fato  Ijtjs  atone  fcljadotoe, 

2t  tfie  qufitlk  fie  routfi  geotoe,  3nd  maid  gotolpne. 


l])e  gvat  grpflp  gt{)m,  and  gatf  a geet  fotole, 

Cfieueeand  and  rfipdand  toitfi  rfiutliefie  cfiete : 

Ciufip  tjs  mp  far,  quotfi  tfie  fple,  faflbnit  fo  foule, 
forme  and  mp  fetfierem>  nnfeelp,  fiut  fete  j 
nefi  tj3  netfieeit  ajs  a nofe,  3 am  fiot  ane  ©tole ; 
agantsi  natue  tn  tfie  ntefit,  3 toalk  in  to  toeie ; 

3 daee  do  norfit  on  tfie  dap,  fiot  deoupe  ao  a donle, 
JSorfit  foe  frfiame  of  mp  frfiape  in  peet  till  appeie  : 
Cfinss  all  tfiie  fotolio,  foe  mp  filtfi,  fiajs  me  at  feid, 
Cfiat  fie  3 fppne  in  tfiae  licfit, 

Co  luke  out  on  dap  lirfit, 

^um  toill  me  dulfullp  diefit,  ^nm  dpng  me  to  deid. 


m. 

^um  bird  tuiU  bap  at  mp  beifee,  and  fome  toill  me  bj)te, 
^um  fbvipe  me  tuitt}  feoene,  fum  f br^m  at  mjJtt  e ; 

3[  fe  be  mg  frbadotoe  mp  frljape  tja0  tlje  togte : 

Ciutjom  fall  31  blame  fn  tljtss  beetlj,  a bpfgn  that  31  be, 
31ss  nane  bot  dame  JI3atue  31  bid  nocljt  to  njte, 

Ctll  ‘ accufe  * of  tljtjs  ratfe,  tn  cafe  that  3!  be ; 

'IBot  quba  fall  mafe  me  ane  mendiss  of  btv  tuottb  a mgte, 
Cbat  tljuss  bass  maid  on  tbe  mold  ane  monftoue  of  me : 
31  twill  appele  to  tbe  Pape,  and  pass  till  blnx  plane  j 
jFor  bappln  that  blss  balpnace, 

Cbtotw  pcagee  map  purcbace, 

Co  eefotme  mp  foule  face,  2nd  than  twac  31  fane, 

^31^. 

JTapne  tuald  31  twpte>  quotb  tbe  fple,  oe  31  futtb  fute, 
£luba  Iss  fadet  of  all  foule>  pafloue  and  pape ; 

Cbat  Iss  tbe  plefant  Pacob,  preclou0  and  pure, 
Conflant  and  blrblpb  under  bl)3  cler  cape, 

^pterlt,  a0  tbe  maner  I0,  manftuet  and  mure, 
^cbroude  In  blss  fcbetie  tweld>  fcband  In  bl0  fcbap, 

^ad  In  blss  fanctltud,  feberlp  and  fare, 

31  twill  00  to  that  0ud,  blss  ff^ace  for  to  qrap, 

®f  that  bourde  31  twa0  blptbe  and  bade  to  bebald, 

Cbe  ^otulet  twplefl  In  twpce, 

Halblt  under  tbe  rpq, 

Co  tbe  Pacobe  of  prpce,  Cbat  twaq  Pape  cald. 


16efoue  tljt  lpape>  qutjen  tDe  puv  prefent  Dim  Dat», 
3jOitD  fic  rouvtaOp  ajj  coutD,  on  knetfl  Dc  fell  j 
^aiD  aue  iRaftp,  be  tDe  rub  31  a«u  ^ifbt 
jTor  to  beDalb  ?out  Daipness,  or  mg  tale  tell ; 

3 mag  nocDt  fuffgjs  to  fe  ?our  fanctitub  fab* 

CDe  Ipape  tugflie  3 miss,  of  toorfeDigt  tDe  toell, 

($aif  Dim  Di$j  bratb  beitefoun,  anb  balbig  Dim  bab, 
CDat  De  fulb  fpebeig  fpeibe  anb  fpair  noiDt  to  fpell. 
3 rome  to  fpeir,  quotD  tDe  fpreit,  in  to  fpeciall, 
CiuDg  3 am  formeb  fo  fotole, 

3g  to  ?otut  anb  to  ^otole, 

ao  an  Dorrible  ®tole,  2i0efum  our  all* 


3f« 

3 am  netDerit  ane  ©toll  tDuns  be  Jl3atur, 

Hgbar  a fule  tDan  a fotole  in  figur  anb  face } 

IBgfgn  of  all  birbiiEl  tDat  euer  bobg  bure, 

22litDoutin  caujj  or  rrgm,  kenb  in  tDiss  cafe : 

3 Dane  appelit  to  ?our  prefence,  preciouss  anb  pur, 
affeijs  Delpe  in  till  Daifi  at  ?our  Dalgness, 

CDat  ?e  toalb  erg  apon  Crift,  tDat  all  Dais  in  cur, 

Co  fcDape  me  a fcDanb  birb  in  a fcDort  fpace ; 
anb  till  accujs  JBatur,  tDiiS  isJ  no  nag  ; 

CDuo,  tDroto  ?our  Dalgnejj,  mag  ?e 
^afee  a fair  foule  of  me, 

©r  elletf  breblejs  3 be  ©r  mgne  enb  bag* 


®ff  tl)i  Jjetti,  quotJ)  tj^e  Ipape,  j?tte  31  Datfe, 

TBot  aj^on  jl3atut  to  plej)ne,  it  iss  prtreU ; 

31  can  nocDt  faj?  fuDanelpe,  fo  me  Ceifi  faif, 

"Bot  31  fall  rail  mp  taeDtnallfjs  anij  mp  counfall, 
Ipatdatfeio  anb  jjtopljetiss  of  lerft  t|ie  laif  j 
Cj^ag  faI6e  fembitt  full  fone,  ttjat  tljoto  fe  fall, 
l^e  ralltt  on  IjtiS  cubicular  toitljm  Ijtss  romlaif, 

Cbat  tuajs  ttje  pvoper  Pape  31ape  peonbe  tn  btjs  appatale  j 
Tgab  fenb  foe  Ijiss  feceetar,  anb  bfis  fele  Cone, 

Cljat  mao  tlje  Cuetoue  tremeft, 

JFerme,  falttjfull,  anb  fafl, 

Cljat  bare  tljat  office  bonefl,  3nb  enteett  but  tjone. 


Cbe  pape  commanbft  but  bone,  to  mtpte  in  all  lanbio, 

IBt  tbe  faib  feccetae,  tljat  tlje  fele  ?empt, 

jFoe  all  flatio  of  feteb  that  tonbee  Ceift  ftanbio, 

Co  femble  to  Ijto  fummonbio,  a0  it  mele  fempt. 

Cbe  teetoe  Cuetoue  Ijao  tane  mitlj  tbe  tptljanbi0, 

Done  betolie  Ijijs  bet,  ao  tlje  beit  bempt ; 

^pne  belpf  fenb  tlje  letteeio  in  to  fete  lanbio 
CGitlj  tlje  ^mallome,  fo  fmpft  in  fpecial  eepeemit 
Cbe  Papio  Ijaeealb,  at  popnt  into  peefent, 
jFoe  be  io  foetbmaet  to  fle, 

3nb  ap  mill  bane  entee, 

3n  bouo  anb  in  ball  bie,  Co  tell  bis  entent. 


Clutjat  fulO  31  tell  dup  mate  of  tljie  inatei:i0, 

T3ot  tljit*  locDi0  belpf  tljt  letterx0  lja0  tane, 
lllffauit  tljaim  reuerence,  to  retD  a0  effetid  j 
anO  dfljel^  tlie  l)arraltit0  retoattitt  ilkane, 

C&an  bufk  tljaj  but  blpn,  monp  betufcl)j>tt0, 

(®catljt0  ttjam  but  grucbing  tljat  gait  for  to  gane* 
ail  tbe  fiatt0  of  tlje  fetrfe  out  of  fletb  fiert0, 

3nb  3 fall  not  ?oto  rfrfjt  notu  tljar  uame0  in  ane, 

Ipoto  tljai  aggerit  to  tlje  Page,  aub  grefent  tbaim  age 
JFair  farranb  aub  fre, 

3n  a gublg  begre, 

aub  manlgbe  a0  tfjorljt  me,  3n  mgbbt0  of  ^ag. 

ail  tbu0  in  ^ag,  a0  3 ment,  in  a utorngng. 

Come  four  JTafanbt0  full  fair  in  tlje  fir0t  front, 
prefent  tljam  a0  gatriarki0  in  tljar  aggering, 

'Bengng  of  obebienee,  anb  blgtfj  in  tlje  bront : 
a rollege  of  carbinali0  rome  fgne  in  a Igng, 

Cbat  mar  Crannio  of  fegnb,  gif  3 ticbt  eomgt } 

CHiittj  reb  tjattid  on  Ijtb,  in  baile  tabgnning 
SDflf  tljat  beir  bignite,  toitlj  ujorCcljigt  ag  tuont : 

Cljie  ar  fotoli0  of  effeet,  but  fellong  or  feib, 

^girituale  in  all  tljing, 

ILeile  in  tljar  lening, 

Cljarfor  in  bignite  bigne,  Cljag  bure  to  tljar  beib. 


3it  enDuranJ)  t&e  dape  to  tljat  deir  dretoe, 

^toanntg  fuotattjand  full  ftoptlj,  ftoetejJt  of  float, 

3In  quD^tt  rocati0  attapd  j ao  31  ttcljt  fenetoe 
Cljat  tljaf  toat  difcljoplss  bltO,  31  Joao  t&t  dlgt^at ; 
stable  and  fteidfafi,  tender  and  tretoe, 

®ff  fetoe  tuordijs,  full  tops,  and  toort&g  tdaj  ioat : 
C^at  toass  IPgottjS,  and  Partttfei0,  and  Plutoartss  pnetue, 
20  addotlo  of  all  ordoutl0  t^at  Ijonoradle  at ; 

Cde  ^e  ^atot0  mat  monW0,  t^e  dlafe  and  t^^t  quDpte, 
CDe  ®oule  toa0  a gtjntat, 

Clje  ^uettljdafe  a felletat, 

Clje  ^eattD  a fifolie  fangat,  2nd  tljat  a petfpte. 


Ipatfgtlje  tdit  ptfematold,  a0  for  pttoutto, 
mitD  tdat  patt^  6adltl0  ptefent  tdam  tljat  j 
ll)etonnt0  rontemglatif,  tlene  edattetoutl0, 

323ttlj  togptt  ljudt0  on  Ijed,  and  cletljtng  of  fjatt, 

2p  fototofull  and  fad  at  eutn  fang  and  ftoutfo, 
aBa0  neuet  leid  fato  tDatni  lauelj,  dot  drotogand  and  dat ; 
2ll55n  rljennont0  eik  of  utljet  otdoutl0, 

211  manet  of  teltgloun,  tlje  lef0  and  tlje  matt; 

Ctpand  Ctatol0  and  Cai0,  tljat  rtanto  tlje  eotne, 

2j33at  j?ute  fteti0  fottljtoatd, 

Cljat  toitl^  tljt  lelf  of  tlje  latd, 

mill  cum  to  tlje  rotne  ?atd  2t  etopn  and  at  morn. 


5xt  or  etugn  mtcrit  route  tDat  bur  office, 

©beganb  tljtr  bifcfjopptg,  and  figband  tbam  bg, 

®ret  ®anerliS  on  ground,  in  gudig  atogss, 

Cbat  mat  demgt,  but  dotot,  dengis  deucfjtg  j 
Ctjaj  b^  refidenre  rattfj,  and  airig  iuill  rgfe 
Co  feege  tfje  college  cletne,  and  tbe  clergge. 

Clje  Cob  in  bisJ  cletr  cage,  tljat  cratoijs  and  ergtss, 

mad  cbofgn  ebauntour  full  cbeif  in  tlje  ebannonrg. 

Cljar  come  tbe  Curleme  a clerb,  and  that  full  cunnand, 

Cbargit  ad  cljancillar, 

jFor  coutb  torgte  toounder  fair, 

mitl)  biss  nth  for  midtar,  agon  tbe  fe  fand, 

m%% 

agon  tbe  fand  ?it  31  fatoe,  ad  tbefaurer  tane, 
mitb  grene  almoud  on  b^d,  febir  <2>atuane  tbe  Drab  ; 
Cbe  arcbedene,  that  ourman,  ag  greeband  in  glane, 
Correber  of  birbmen  toad  clegit  tbe  Claib, 

Cb^  ^artoune,  tbe  ^urcobe,  tbe  ^grefngge  in  ane, 
Licbtit,  ad  lerit  men,  lato  bg  that  laibe. 

Cbe  JRabgne,  rolgand  rudlg  in  a roebe  ran, 
mad  dene  rurale  to  reid,  ranb  ad  a raibe ; 

Ciubill  tbe  lardnir  toad  laid,  held  be  na  bond  j 
'35ot  in  toglandid  totonid, 
at  bicarid  and  gerfounid, 

JFor  tbe  grocuraciounid,  Crgand  full  crotod. 


/ 


CDe  ccotjjs  Caj^one,  a rletb  unDet  cleii;  to«Ot0, 

JFulI  of  rtjmte,  ffiali,  and  unchangeable, 

2j(Ha!5  officiale  but  less  that  the  latn  leidtss 
3[n  rauflig  confiflortale,  that  at  coutfable, 

Che  ^gavtotoe  Saienuss  hf  biefit  foe  hiJS  dgle  detdto, 
ILjand  tn  Itchoej,  laith,  unloueable, 

Che  JFeldifee  tn  the  forefi,  that  febtllj  hini  fetdio 
'Be  ordoue  ane  hofgttulae  toa0  oedantt  full  able, 

Che  Cotofehottd  toae  perfoniiS  in  that  appatale. 

Che  2Doto  JSoptjS  melJinger, 

Eotunand  ape  lotth  htJS  frft?» 

SjQajS  a rotate  to  hwt  ConfelContss  hale. 


m* 

Confess  clett  can  31  nocht,  not  lipth  all  the  cafe, 

ChP  bpnd  of  that  cunimpng,  that  companpiss  etfee  j 
Che  inanet,  not  the  multttud,  fo  monp  that  to  ass : 

311  %e  fobjle,  and  ^etd  fobsle,  bsass  nocht  fot  to  fetfe. 
Chit  at  na  fotoltss  of  tetf,  not  of  ttchness, 

OBot  manftnett,  but  malice,  manetit  and  meike, 
and  all  appetit  to  the  Ipape,  in  that  ilk  place, 

^alufl  hiss  fanctitud  tuith  fpitituale  fpeike, 

Che  IPape  gaf  hiss  benefoun,  and  blifljt  thaiin  all. 

Ciuhen  thai  toat  tangit  on  tatoiss 

®f  that  come,  the  haile  causs 

2iQass  faid  in  to  fchott  fatoiss,  3ss  ?e  heit  fall. 


Ctje  Ipapr  fatD  to  tlje  ©tole,  Pwpouc  tljtn  appcle, 
Cfjp  lamentable  langage,  ass  Ipbiss  tbe  bell. 

31  am  beformeb,  quottj  ttje  fple,  toittj  falttss  full  feile, 
IBe  Jl3atut  netljerit  ane  ©tole  nopuss  tn  nefl, 
mrerbe  of  all  towteljtss,  fta  toorfcljlpe  anb  toele ; 
ail  tblss  teetp  bass  Ijf  talb  be  terme0  In  tefl : 

31t  uelbt0  nocbt  to  renetoe  all  mpn  unbele, 

%en  it  ttiao  mentt  to  ?out  mpnb,  anb  matb  mantfeU. 
IBot  to  tlje  popnt  petuo0  be  ptapit  tbe  Ipape 
Co  rail  tbe  cletgp  mttb  mre, 
anb  fe  gif  that  Mature 

^pebt  reform  biS  fifiour  31«  o tote  fcbaipe. 


Cban  fairlte  tbe  faber  tbtr  fot»lt0  be  franpt 
' m tljar  eounfall  in  tW  eai0,  fen  tbe  riebt  tbai  bneme  j 
0if  tbaj  tbell)ob3lat  mpebt  belpe,tbat  ma0  fo  barb  papnit  ? 
anb  tbai  iorralp  atupfit,  full  of  toertetoe, 

Cbe  maner,  tbe  mater,  anb  boto  it  remanpt ; 

Cbe  cirenmflance,  anb  tbe  flait,  all  eontb  tbai  argetue, 
^onp  allegiance  letle,  in  leib  nocbt  to  lapne  it, 

SDff  areflotill,  anb  alb  men,  fcbarplie  tbai  fcbetoe  j 
Cbe  Prelatio  tbar  apperan0  proponit  generale ; 

%um  faib  to,  anb  funi  fra, 

^nm  nap,  anb  fum  ?a, 

IBaitb  peo  anb  contra  Cbno  argetoe  tbai  all. 


Cfjujs  argciue  tfiaj  erniflip  tuounbet  ; 

‘ to  tlje  ^ fampn  fotfutlj  ttjaj  aOent  fjatle ; 

C&at  fm  It  ncffiit  jSatut,  tfiat  allettss  maCrfjJ, 

Cljaj  routfj  nocljt  trete  but  ontent  of  tfie  Ceniperale. 
Cbarfot  tbaj'  rounfall  m I^ape  to  torit  in  tljis  topjs, 
Co  tfje  atijtle  nn^^om:,  fouerane  in  faile, 

Co  adm  to  tljat  d^et,  to  deme  Iji0  abjj^, 
mtb  dufei0,  and  tuitlj  digne  lotdi0,  datreO  in  dale, 
Crlle0  of  anrefiep,  and  bt^ari0  jnetue. 

^0  that  tlje  %girituale  Oaite, 

9nd  tbe  femlar  ronfait, 

^prijt  all  gang  in  a gait  Cendet  and  teetoe. 

m3i% 

Cbe  tretoe  Curtouv  and  teaiO,  a0  31  eir  tauld, 

C10rait  tDie  Ietteei0  at  lentD,  lelefl  in  leid ; 

%^nt  tbrouj  tDe  Papi0  pmejt  planlg  tljaim  ?ald 
Co  tbe  ^luallotoe  fo  fto^ft,  battald  in  Ijed, 

Co  ettill  to  tbe  emgerouv,  of  aneefita?  anld  ; 

IDe  maid  noebt  fpaii;  fot*  to  fpting  on  a gud  fgeid  : 
JTand  bini  in  15abiloni0  tomr,  mitb  berni0  fo  bald, 
Cruell  feingi0  tuitlj  trobne,  and  dufei0  but  dreid. 

IDe  gaf  tbiv  Iordi0  belpne  tlje  Ietteri0  to  lufee ; 

£Xuljilb  tbe  rielje  emgerour, 

3nd  all  utijat  in  ttjt  Ijour, 

Eeflauit  mitlj  tjouour,  'Baitlj  ptinei0  and  dube. 


£Xu6en  t&aj  ronfautt  Ijati  t&f  ratss*  ant«  tDe  mDence, 

IBe  tlje  tjartald  in  Ijall  Done  tDaj  norDt  ellio, 

'Bot  ftotonto  out  of  Baftulone  tuttD  all  olieDteius, 

^effetss  one  tDe  fait  fe,  fro  tDe  (outD  fellt0, 

OBntertfl  in  dEtwrope,  fre  imt  offeno, 

2)23alt0  toj^flte  tDe  lnapt0, 6e  inoDtit^  and  Uiellt0, 

CiuDtll  tDaj  approrDe  to  tDe  Ipape  tn  Dto  prefen0, 
at  tDe  forfaid  trtfl  quDar  tDe  trete  tellts. 

CDaj  fand  Dim  in  a forefl,  frelp  and  fair : 

CDat  Dalfit  DiJ*  Dal?>na0  j 
and  fall  Detr  tn  fcDort  fpaee, 

CluDat  tuortDp  lordto  tDar  ina^,  ®tf  ?our  tutlltd  toar, 

CDar  iua0  tDe  €gfll  fo  grpm,  gretefi  on  ground  t0, 
atDill  empcrour  our  all,  moll  atofull  tn  erd. 
dBrnco  ancient  of  air  feingio  tDat  cronnd  io, 

Jl3irt  Di0  relfitud  forfutD  feroundlie  apperd  j 

CiuDilfi  in  tljt  firmament  tDroucD  for0  of  tDar  flicDt  foundio, 

Iperfeo  Ujt  fone,  ioitD  tDar  ficDt  felcoutD  to  Derd. 

®eir  JTalconnid,  tDat  gentillp  in  betute  Daboundio, 

SjOar  deir  dufeio,  and  digne,  to  deme  a0  eflferd. 

CDe  Jfalrone,  fareCt  on  flicDt  formed  on  fold, 
ajUa0  an  erll  of  Donour, 

^arfcDell  to  tbe  emperour, 

BoitD  in  Dali  and  in  botor,  lj)ende  to  beDold, 


^m% 

®olsJ  ^alWjS  tear  gouevnound  of  tlje  gret  oifl, 
CfjoQn  rfjfftanijs,  cljeoalruo  in  c&arge  of  tomjs, 
^arcfjonijs  in  tljt  magamonD,  anD  of  mgcljtiss  mofl, 
JSirt  Dufeio  in  Dignite,  qu^om  no  DrrfD  Ortio, 

%gav  ^alfeijj,  t&at  fgeOelp  toill  romgao  ttjt  coG, 
mtit  feme  fengcfjtijs,  of  fepnD  dene  of  maneeio, 
IBIptlj  fiobgit,  anb  belb,  but  baret  ot  boifi, 
mitlj  egne  relefliale  to  fe,  eirculit  a0  fagljirijj. 

Clje  ^erbt  bjajs  a guvfebant,  geobbe  till  agger  j 
Cbat  raib  befor  tbe  emgerour, 

3fn  a eot  ‘ of^  armour, 

®f  all  fegnb  of  folour,  Cumlg  anb  rleir. 


bure  fumlg  to  fenatoe  be  conn^faunee  tleir 
Cljre  erobnijs,  anb  a erueifir,  all  of  tier  golb ; 
Cbe  burbe  tuitlj  orient  gerle  glantit  till  agger, 
Dicljt  ajs  a bjjabeme  bigne,  beir  to  beljolb, 
Cirrulit  on  ilk  fgbe  bjitlj  tbe  fagbeir, 

Cbe  jafgi0  jognit  in  gem,  anb  rubgijj  in  rolb* 
^gne  ttoa  kegitf  our  eroce,  of  bluer  fo  eleir, 

31n  a feilb  of  afure  flammit  on  folb  5 

Clje  Pagijj  armed  at  gognt  to  blafon  anb  beir, 

9)3  ferijs  for  a gerfebiant, 

Cbat  mill  toagage  amant  j 

9ftibe  anb  abjenant,  9rmed  to  toeir. 


in  a feilti  of  filuev,  fecounblte  ije  betijs, 

3nc  (Sffill  ardent  of  atr>  that  etliss  fo  » 

Ctje  memberiiEJ  of  tfje  fam^n  foull  difplait  ad  effertd, 
jTerme  format  on  fold,  a^  fet  for  to  fle ; 

311  of  fable  ttje  felf,  quba  tlje  futlj  lertd, 

Cbr  bebe  bgpertit  breme  of  that  ilb  ble  : 

Cfje  (ZEmpriour  of  3lmane  tbe  armed  be  toertd, 

3d  figntfer  fonerane : 3nd  fjne  eoutb  3f  fe 
Cbre  flour  delpcid  of  JFraunee,  all  of  fpne  gold, 

3In  a fetid  of  afure, 

Cbe  tbrid  armed  in  honour, 

Cbe  faid  perfebant  bare  Cbat  bloutit  fo  bold. 


Cbartjitb  Ipnbit  in  a Ipng,  be  lerit  men  approbit, 

|t)e  bure  a Ipon  ad  lord,  of  gobjlid  full  gap, 

^aid  maibled  of  mpebt,  on  mold  qubar  b^  mobit, 
Kiebe  rampand  ad  rope,  rpbe  of  arrap  : 

®f  pure  gold  bjad  tbe  ground,  qubar  tbe  grpm  bobit, 
[CKHitb  dobjble  treflbur  about,  flourit  in  fap ; 

3nd  flour  delpeid  on  loft,  that  monp  leid  lobit,] 

®f  gob3lid  fpgnit,  and  fet,  to  febabte  in  aflap  ; 
l3Dur  fouerane  of  Scotland  btJJ  armed  to  bnatoe, 
Ciubtlb  fall  be  lord  and  ledar, 

®ur  braid  'Brettane  all  qubar, 

3d  fanet  ^ergaretid  air,  3nd  tbe  figne  febatoe. 


JSeFt  tlje  fouecane  figne  toajs  fektcl^  fcne, 

Cfiat  fctiut  tjtjs  ferenite  euec  fecuable, 

Cfje  anneg  of  tfjc  Dotuglag  Jjouc&tg  lietiene, 
fiinatoin  tDvoto  all  Cviflintiome  be  eon^fance  able ; 
SDf  %fotIanb  tljt  tuee  loall,  toit  ?e  but  biene, 

Due  fatss  foece  to  befenb,  anb  bnfal^eable  j 
TBattb  bavmefegtt  anb  bae  to  ^eotttss  blub  bene, 

®ur  lol0,  anb  our  Ipfetng,  tljat  l^ne  honorable. 

Chat  bjorb  t!5  fo  luonber  marme,  anb  euer  ?it  toajs, 
3It  fj)nfet5S  fone  tn  all  part 
2Df  a trebje  ^eottijs  hart, 

IRei'ofanb  toss  Intoart  Co  iitit  of  DotoglasS. 


2Dff  the  boufhtp  Dotoglajs  to  bpte  31  inr  bress  j 
Char  armess  of  ancelJrp  honorable  ap, 

Ctuhtlk  oft  blgthit  the  'Brufe  tn  hiss  blttress, 
Charfor  hr  bliflit  that  blub  balb  tn  aflau, 

IReib  the  torit  of  thar  toerk,  to  ?our  toitness, 
jFurth  on  mj>  mattr  to  niufe  3l  inufe  ass  31  map* 

Che  fatb  perfebantiss  gpbe  toass  grathtt  31  ena» 
'IBruftt  totth  ane  grene  tre,  gublp  anb  gap ; 

Chat  bure  branchiss  on  bretb  blpthefl  of  hrtoe ; 

®n  tlk  beugh  till  embrace, 

22Jrttttn  tn  a bill  toasS, 

® Dotuglass,  S)  Dotogla0,  Cetibtr  anb  tretoe 


%puc  frDic  frljappn  to  fcDatoc,  monp  fcD^ne  fctielEi 
cditD  tufrDei0  of  ttatt  filfe  tu^tt  to  tfje  tee  j 
31Ik  iJtanrlje  fjaD  tljt  bwtD  6uel^  anti  belD, 
jFoiie  floueift  one  all  ffreteU  of  gee* 
ane  in  tlje  rcoge  tjeiglj,  ass  cj^eif  3[  btljelti, 

£Xu|^tlfe  bnre  in  till  afuve,  blptljefl  of  file, 

•Sillier  fleeniss  fo  fair  j and  gaet  of  t|ie  feld 
C^Jass  filuee,  fet  toitlj  ane  Iject,  Deielp  and  Ijit, 

®f  goiuliss  full  gtatiouss,  tljat  gleinjt  fo  gap  : 

%)gne  in  afure  tDe  mold, 

3 Ijjoun  ecotmit  iuitlj  gold, 

®f  filuit  ?e  fe  Hjold,  Co  tamp  in  attap. 


Cluljilk  raQTgn  be  rognofcence  quattetlp  tua0, 

Cflitl)  batti0  of  befl  gold  it  brpnt  a0  tlje  fpt  j 
and  dtljit  figne0,  forfutb  fpndrp  31  0t!3, 

SDff  metallic  and  coloutiss  in  tentfull  atpt, 

31t  mass  tgrefull  to  tell,  dj>te,  ot  address, 
ail  tbau  deit  aumiss  in  demise  deface* 

TBot  part  of  tbt  principale  neuertljeless 
31  fall  baiG  me  to  betoe  bartlie  but  Ijsvt, 

Cbar  loiss  and  that  lordfcbipt  of  fa  lang  dait, 

Cbat  bene  cot  atmoutiss  of  eild, 

Cbatin  to  bacrald  31  btld  j 

TBot  fen  tba)  tbt  Bru0  held,  31  bJtpt  ac  31  iwait. 
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3|n  Hjt  tafeinnjng  of  tmitlj,  anO  ronllance  benO, 

CDe  colout  of  afute,  ane  f)eotnUfJ)e  Ijftoe, 
jFot  to  ttje  Doioglao  ttjat  fm^e  toajS  fentr, 

3)3  leleli,  all  ^fotlanO  fra  fcatt^  to  reffeetur. 

CDr  in  ttje  fampn  ijalf,  tretolp  to  tend, 

3fi3  tlefr  rorage  in  armess,  qujja  tlje  rtctjt  bnetoe. 

CtjP  diudp  Ijart  ttjat  ttjaj  liere  ttje  'Bcuo  at  &t)3  ettd, 

JjQttlj  ftiss  eflate  in  tlje  fletd,  and  nodilltss  pnetoe, 

3ddtt  tn  tj^ar  anne0,  for  tjonorable  rauo, 

30  tjt'0  tmderefi  and  drir, 

3fn  ljt0  matfl  mtfleir ; 

30  falde  fatd  to  tDotu  fteir  3fn  to  fcDort  fatut'0, 

C&e  rope  Hodert  tDr  'Brno  ttje  rapRe  Ije  atootott, 

TOtd  alt  tlje  Ijart  ttjat  Ije  dad,  to  tlje  datip  gratf ; 

^pne  quden  tde  datt  of  dtJS  deed  derflp  dtm  dotott, 
ajQttd  lordto  of  ^eotland,  iertt,  and  tde  laif, 

30  toortdp,  tupfefi  to  iuatle,  in  morfcdfpe  allotutt, 

Co  3[ame0  lord  ‘ of  ^ 2Doingla0  tdom  tde  gre  gatf, 

Co  ga  ioitd  tde  bingt0  dart ; tdairinttd  de  noedt  grotuit ; 
Bot  fatd  to  dt0  fouerane,  ^o  me  ®od  fatf ! 

3our  gret  gtftio  and  grant  ap  gractouo  3|  fand ; 

Bot  notD  it  modt0  all  tder  matfl, 

Cdat  ?our  dart  nodillaot 

Co  me  10  elofit  and  eafl,  Cdrotu  ?our  rommand. 
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3 loue  ?ou  maic  foe  tljat  loifts  me  till, 

Cfjan  onj)  loeDfrljtpe  or  lanD,  fo  me  our  lord  letd  ! 

3 fall  toa|>nd  for  no  toj)e  to  tutrfe  ais  ?e  mill, 
at  mtjs,  gif  m^)  merd  maid,  mitlj  5ou  to  tge  deid, 

CDar  mitli  lie  lomtit  full  lame : tDam  l^feit  full  ill, 

TBaitD  lordijs  and  ladpiss,  tDat  flude  in  t&e  fieide. 

®ff  rommoun  nature  tlie  rourjs  de  fepnd  to  fulfill. 

Clje  gud  feing  gaif  tde  gaifl  to  ®od  for  to  reid  j 
3n  CardroiES  tljat  rromnit  elofit  disi  tnd, 
jf3om  ®od  for  liijs  gret  grace, 

®et  liijs  faull  in  folace ! 

and  me  mill  fpeihe  of  Domglace,  Ciuliat  map  Ije  coutd  mend. 
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Cde  Ijtrt  rofilpe  de  coutd  rlojs  in  a cler  race, 
and  deld  all  dale  tde  deiieli  de  dwdt  to  tde  feing : 

Come  to  tde  daip  tdrom  0oddi0  gret  grace, 

Jaaitd  offeranditf,  and  nrifong,  and  all  dtdar  tding  j 
2Dur  ^aluatouri0  fegultur,  and  tde  fampn  glace, 

Ciudar  de  rai0,  as  me  reid,  riedtuis  to  rpng ; 
aBitd  all  tde  relpfiis  raitd,  tdat  in  tdat  romne  mas, 
l])e  gart  dallome  tde  dart,  and  fpne  coutd  it  dpng, 
about  di0  dais  full  dtnde,  and  on  diis  amne  dart. 

Oft  maid  tit  feifs  it,  and  crp, 

© flour  of  all  cdemalrp  ! 

Cludp  leif  3,  allace ! qudp  and  tdom  deid  art ! 
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^j)  Dett,  quotl)  tt)e  C>ote)gla!3,  att  tljoto  iJttti  Dic^t  ? 

^5  fingiilev  fouetane,  of  ^aj:om0  ttje  toanO ! 

H3oto  liot  31  femble  fot  tljj  fauU  toittj  ^ata^emss  mprljt, 
%aU  31  imiev  fene  tie  into  ^cotlanb  j 
C^u0  xn  defetxce  of  ttje  fait&  tje  fure  to  ttje  fcctjt, 
mittf  bnpcljtxs  of  CDviftxnOome  to  bepe  W tommanb. 
anb  quDen  ttie  batallxs  fo  begin,  beatblg  anb  beictjt, 
mat  jogneb  tbealg  tn  tljrang,  mong  tboufanb ; 

3mang  ttje  Setljtn  men  tbe  tjtet,  tjaebelg  tje  flang, 

^atb,  JiUcnb  on,  ao  ttjou  ioa0  loont, 

Cbroto  ttje  batell  in  beont ; 

3g  forniafl  in  ttje  feont,  CDg  fagio  amang. 


anb  31  fall  follotoe  ttje  in  faitlj,  oe  fege  to  be  fellit ; 
ao  tljj  lege  man  leile,  mg  Igbing  tljoto  aet. 

Ctjae  toittj  on  ^aljobmio  men  manlg  Ije  mellit, 

TBraib  tljtoto  ttje  battallig  in  beont,  anb  but  tijaim  bacbluatt* 
Cbe  bjgio  qiiljae  tbe  toirljt  toent  toar  in  loa  metlit ; 

2^1a0  nane  fo  flue  in  ttje  fleib  mirljt  tlanb  tjim  a Hatt. 

Ct)U0  ftagi0  tjf  fbt  faW  folfe»  ttEtolg  to  tell  it, 
age  quljil  Ijt  roueeit  anb  tome  to  ttje  bingie  bart. 

Cbu0  feile  feilbi0  Ijt  toan,  age  tootfebipanb  it, 

Cbeotoout  Ceitiinbome  bib 
Widx  ttje  beibi0  tljat  tje  bib  : 

Cill  on  a time  it  betib,  30  telli0  ttje  lovit. 


rot  boUjn^>t  till  a batall,  and  tDe  beld  taan, 

0uf  fet  all  tDc  fatbanajs  fj)Ot  <^ata^enii3  mgrljt : 

^imt  follotuit  fall  on  tDc  rDate,  quDtn  tDaj  fle  tan, 
jFull  fetl|)  ftilt  Dass  Ije  ftlU,  and  flane  in  tlje  flitljt. 

3j3  ijt  ttlenit  3[  tniss,  fo  loasi  tje  toat  tljan, 

0f  ant  tu5  l)im  allant,  \o0utD5  and  im'tljt, 

Ciufulit  loitlj  ^ava^tiuo,  niong  ‘ a * fad  man, 

CDat  ttauo^ntit  tuitlj  a ttaj^nt  apon  tljat  fttiot  knj)fljt. 
CljoUj  fall  nofl)t  tip  tl)P  allant,  quotlj  f^t  Domelao  ! 
%tn  31  ft  tl}t  ont  Ott, 

Co  fttljf  fov  fl)t  faitj^  fttt, 

31  fall  dtuoid  tl)t  of  dtf,  0r  dt  in  tljt  jilart. 
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ij)t  unfcDit  in  tbt  gttt  votott,  tbt  knptljt  to  rtfkttot, 
jFtilt  of  tDt  faljs  folk,  tljat  fltd  of  btfot, 

IRtltdit  in  on  tljit  tioa,  fot  to  ttll  tttlot, 

Cljat  tljaj  loat  faniim  outfet } tljatfoc  31  mnrn  fott, 
Ctjuss  in  dtftnct  of  tljt  faitD,  ao  fttmto  ^nttot, 
and  pitt  of  tljt  ptpss  knjJtDt  tljat  loa0  in  tljow, 

Cljt  dourljtj?  Dotugla0  io  dtid  and  adttat, 

2Bitlj  loss  and  loitlj  Ij?king,  t^at  ltfti0  edit  mot. 
i|)ij5  Ijatdg  mtn  tube  tDt  Ijatt  fpnt  dgon  Ijand  : 

Ciuljtn  tljaj  bad  bttgit  tljat  lotd, 

223itlj  intblt  mant  to  ttmotd, 

Cljaj  maid  it  Ijamt  bt  ttflotd  3n  to  ^rotland. 
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TBe  reflbutt  toe  veii),  anU  ajs  out  JRo^  leuit, 

Cfje  Dotoslajj  fn  aemeis  tlje  bludg  tjaet  betfss ; 
jFor  it,  6Ieti  i\t  Ijijs  filub,  ass  tlje  6iU  fieeuit : 

3nti  in  fiatalliss  full  6eaxD,  unDee  Iianeeljs, 

CDvoto  full  rljeualeujs  rljance  Ije  tljtjs  Ijevt  rljeult, 

JFea  toalj)it  to^xtiS,  auU  toieljt,  toovtlj^  in  toeeiss ; 

^onj)  fialiatU  gome  toais  ou  tlie  gtouuD  leoit, 

Cuiljeii  Ijf  it  flans  in  tlje  felO,  felloun  of  ferijs, 

^j)ne  veffeetoanti  it  agane  tlje  Ijetljin  mennijs  Ijaemess. 
CDtjs  l^ert  eeD  to  fieljalO, 

Cljeoto  tljir  eeflbnio  alD, 

Clje  Iilutij)  Ijaet  it  id  ralO,  3fu  DotoglaS  atmejs, 

Clje  fleentd  of  ane  uotDie  fleguti  fierid  fo  fair, 

3ne  rallit  ^urrap,  tj^e  vielje  loeJj  of  tenonnid, 

Deit,  auti  a tiour&tee  Ijati  till  IjijS  fleie  air, 

SDff  all  fitd  teeflbue  nntalti,  totovid  anb  totonid : 

Clje  Dotoglad  in  tljaj  ijajjid,  Douc^itg  all  qu{jae, 
3erljelialti  tlje  Ijonoealile  in  Ijaflitariounid, 

2a3eDdit  tljat  tolonfe  toicljt>  toortljp  of  toaee, 

2jQit0  eent  auD  toitlj  eicljed  > anti  lie  tljaj  veflbnid 
5)e  Imee  tDe  lieenid  of  efiait  in  Ijid  fiele  toeitiid  > 

IBlgtD,  lilomanti,  anti  bn'rljt, 

Cljvoto  tDe  ^uvrajid  mirljt : 

anti  fa  tfieoto  ©otitiid  foefi'rljt,  Clje  Dotoglad  fureeDid. 


CDf  lanfanb  on  loft,  loub  tn  effcir, 
jFoc  ffub  cau0,  a0  31  iss  of  (^allatoa^, 

£XuDen  tljaf  rebcllit  tl)e  rconne ; anb  foutb  tljt  bins  bm, 
IDc  gaif  it  to  tlje  DotoglasS,  Ijeuetable  ap  : 

SDii  tljtss  tujjs  gif  be  coutb  toj?n  it  on  toeir ; 

Cuibilb  for  fjt£J  fouerane  fatfee  fje  fet  till  alTaj>  j 
liieitt  bonne  tljar  eagitaniss,  anb  routb  it  ronqutr  j 
^aib  it  firme,  ass  me  fpnb,  till  our  ^cottlss  faj. 
Cbarfor  tbe  Igoun  be  bure,  toitb  lonlng  anb  loiss, 

®f  filuer  femelp  anb  fure, 

31n  a fielb  of  afure, 

Cronnit  toitb  golb  j^ure,  Co  tbe  gurgoss. 


Cbe  foreft  of  Cttrib,  anb  ntbair  jnetoe, 

Cbe  lanbiss  of  latobir,  anb  lorbfcbigiss  fere, 
mtb  tignt  of  bi5S  f>trf  ftuerb,  tbe  Dotoglajs  fo  betoe, 
mm  toicbtlj?  of  toeir,  toit  tbe  but  toeir, 
jFra  fonniss  of  tbe  ^aroniss.  Jl3oto  gif  31  fall  ftbetoe 
Cbe  orber  of  tljar  arnii^,  it  toar  to  tell  teir  j 
Cbe  barriss  of  bell  golb  that  tbaiibale  fenetoe 
31t  fulb  toss  occupy  all  bag  j tbarfor  31  rub  beir, 
laeferriss  me  to  Ijarralbiss,  to  tell  ?oto  tbe  bale. 

2Df  other  fcbelbiss,  fo  fcbene, 

^um  part  toill  31  inmt, 

Cljat  toar  on  tbe  tre  grene,  223ortbg  to  toale. 


^cfunD  fj)ue,  tn  a fclti  of  filuev,  certane, 

®f  a fe^uDc  rolout  tljve  rotiDts  3\ 

Wiitlj  Ootolilc  tccflitv  aljout,  fiurel^  anb  bane, 
anb  flour  bel|?rtss  fo  fate  tvetoe  till  attenb, 

Clje  tane  anb  tlje  totber  of  gotultss  full  gaue, 
iDe  buve  quarterly*,  matb  tljat  uaue  micljt  ameub  } 

Clje  armejs  of  tbe  Doiuglao,  tbairof  toa0  31  » 

IXuljtlk  faubit  iuitl)  force,  bt£5  fa  till  offeub  : 
f)f  Ijonorable  aucelJrp  tbir  aruii^  of  elb  <2^ 

TBure  ti\t  erll  of  ^urrap, 

30  fab  figue  of  aflap, 

Ii)t0  fell  fai0  till  aflft^au,  3!ti  a fair  feilb. 

jtM33I. 

3ue  uotljir,  erll  of  )2Drmoub,  alfo  Ift  bure 
Cl)e  faib  2I)ottigla0  armi0,  luitl)  a biffereu0, 

Hub  ricljt  fo  bib  tbe  ferb,  quljar  Ije  furtb  fure  j 
^aipe  tborljt  ?on5  b3a0,  to  faj)ub  fji0  oflTen0, 

3t  fempt  that  tljaj  fib  biar  forfutb  31  aflTure, 

Cl)ir  four  fcfielbio  of  prj>re  iu  to  prefence 
C23ar  cljeu^eit  fo  cljeualruo,  tljat  no  creatur 
£Df  loki0  nor  Ipur,  mpcljt  lou0  tuortlj  a leuce, 

^^)ue  ilk  brauncfie,  anb  beuglj,  '*  bobjit  * tljaim  till : 
3ub  ilk  fcljelb  iu  tljat  place 
Ctjar  teuneub  or  man  toatf, 

®r  elli0  tljar  allgao,  at  ttjar  atoin  mill. 


911  ttjtr  DIcafl  tn  tlje  nope  fouv  DelmciS  full  fair, 
9nD  in  tfiau  ti>mei:ali!3  tcelulg  tljaj  bcve, 

CDc  j^lcfauD  Jpoune  in  a pact,  pcoude  to  ccpaxc ; 
9nD  alo  feepit  ilk  acmes  tDat  31  fait* 

CDc  coucD  2j23oDmps  iuglD,  tDat  bafloums  bace, 
®uc  gcomin  Bcpflp  anb  gcoiue  gcpm  in  effcic  ,* 
^aic  atufull  in  all  thing  fato  31  ncbec  aic 
'Baitlj  to  lualk,  and  to  tuacb,  as  inatcljis  in  locic  : 
Chat  teccible  fcllonn  mp  fpceit  aflfcapb, 

%o  feed  full  of  fantafp, 

31  ducll  norht  bpth  to  opp 

911  otljtc  acmes  thac  bp,  ®f  cenfeis  acapd, 

Chaefoe  of  the  faid  tee  31  tell  norht  the  tepnd, 

Che  bicth»  and  the  bcanrhiS,  that  blompt  fo  bcapd 
Cinhat  fele  acmes  on  loft,  louelp  to  lend, 

©f  locdtngis  and  fece  landtS,  gndlp  and  glad, 

Che  faid  peefeiuant  buce,  quhac  he  atoap  tuend, 

®n  hiss  gacment  fo  gap,  of  ane  hie  haid, 

31  leif  thaim  blafonde  to  be  mith  haccaldis  hende 
9nd  31  inill  to  mp  ficll  matec,  as  31  eic  maid  : 

9nd  begpn,  quhac  31  left,  at  locdingis  deic, 

Che  eouct  of  the  Cmpciouc, 

^obj  thaj  rome  in  honouc, 

Chie  foculis  of  cigouc,  $0ith  a geet  teic. 


1. 

Cljan  xait  tljic  tDat  mountiss  fo 

jFuvtlj  bovne  Iiacljrtetiss  fialD  on  t^^t  liorDourt^  ; 
T5ufatDi0,  anD  T6elt>feg«0,  a0  it  mpcljt  be, 

^oIDiouriO  aniJ  fumptttmen  to  tDaj  fen?eouri0. 

Ctje  Pitill  and  tde  Pgpe  ®Ied  ctpand 
OBefor  tdtr  jrfnri^  ag  jaO,  a0  ^ert  putdiourto, 
jFov  tDaj  foutd  tljmisi  rl)tfetnni0,  and  petclje0  pultte, 
Co  clebe  fta  tljt  fommoni0,  a0  fe^njjt0  fa5touti0 ; 
g)j)ne  Dufe  tjonev,  and  deljald  tlje  Ijetderp  jlate. 

Hobpn  iReddtelJ  noc&t  ran, 

'Bot  raid  a0  a Ijmfman  5 

and  m Ittm  tueicairan  Cljat  toretrljit  dorcDe  toa0. 
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CDat  tua0  ljaraldi0  fa  tlje  ijoddp  dut  fadle, 
%tanrDaH0,  fievoj?f0,  flrectjt  to  mj  fiern  lordx0, 
mit^^  albgn  officrrt0  in  erd,  atumand  and  adle } 

^0  mekle  ioa0  m niultitud  no  mpnd  tt  reiuordt0. 
CDu0  aOemblit  tfjtr  feffi0,  fgtf0  fm?eouradle, 
ail  tijat  mx  fotPlt0  of  relf,  ttjt  ricdt  quDa  vwordt0, 
jTor  tdr  Cemperalite  tretit  in  table, 

Clje  flevn  Cniptiouri0  fiple  tl)U0  flattlg  rellotd  10, 
mjt  Pape,  and  tye  patwarfet0,  prelatt0,  31  djtfl, 
2KHelcunimtt  tdafm  djpnl^,  but  twetr, 

WiitXy  Ijalp  fermonl0  felv, 

Patdonn,  and  praper,  3nd  biptblp  tbsud 
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Clie  ftliiCt  Ipapf  in  ttjt  place  pcagit  tDam  ilbane 
Co  cemagne  to  ttjt  meit,  at  tDe  mpDDaj?  j 
9nD  t&ai  grantit  tljat  guD,  Imt  gtucDing,  to  ganc : 

CDan  till  a inott^eltrlje  tuane  toent  tljai  tljat  luap  j 
Ipafl  till  a palace  of  prpee  plefanO  allane, 
etefeit  tiallj,  tpbe  of  attap, 
ipantit  and  appataltt  ptouDlp  in  pane, 

^i)lit  femelp  toitD  filH»  fwtljlp  to  fap* 

IBraiiJ  iJUtDid,  anD  benbiiS,  outtelD  initlj  liancoutijs  of  golD, 
CleD  out  init^  clene  clat^iss, 
iRailit  full  of  ticlja^, 

C&e  efiaCt  majs  attais  Cljat  ?e  fe  fcljolD* 
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ail  tDusS  tljaj  mufe  to  tDe  meit : anD  tlje  metfc^ale 
(S>att  being  tuattee  to  toefclje,  of  a toell  cleit : 

CDat  toass  tlje  JTalcoune  fo  fait,  ftelp  but  fale 
06ab  bitnisi  butbiji  up  btaib,  baitlj  a blptlj  cljeit. 

CDe  Ipape  pafKt  till  Ijiss  place,  in  tjis^  pontificale, 

Clje  atljill  <lBmptiout  anone  necljit  bint  neit, 
jjRpngiss,  anb  pattiatbijj,  benb  bjitb  catbinaltjs  bale, 
abbteflit  tbaim  to  that  beio,  anb  bubig  fo  beit* 

XifcbopiiS  bobnijs  to  tbe  butb,  anb  metfebioniss  of  mpcbtio ; 

CtlliO  of  bonoutiO, 
abbotiO  of  otboutig, 

Ptobjeflio  anb  ptioutio,  3nb  monp  bene  bnpcbtio. 


J)en5j3,  anD  bigmtriss,  ass  3f  rfr 

^rutifertss,  and  fqtujcviss,  anU  fiarj^tllerijs  hl^tlj  : 

31  puejs  norI)t  all  to  tepott ; ?e  ijacU  t^atm  ejcpremxt ; 
IBot  all  toai;  mcrfcDalit  to  meit  metblj)  anb  mptl) ; 
%^)ne  fctutt  femtlj  tn  fatle,  fovfutlj  ass  tt  femgt, 

21Qttls  all  nu:t0  of  roll  tljat  rubtss  routlj  bjtlj. 

3Iit  flefcj^e  tpnie,  quljen  tlje  fifcDt  tear  aloag  flemjxt, 
Ctulja  toass  lletuart  bot  tlje  ^totb,  fialltoart  anb  llptlj : 
A all  tlje  lentcpne  but  leist,  anb  tlje  lang  reib, 

9nb  alss  tn  tlje  abluent, 

Cljf  %olanb  IJetuatt  tuass  Cent ; 

jTof  bt  tontlj  fro  tbe  firmament  jFane  tlje  fifclje  betb. 


Clje  'Boptour  ralli't  tuass  tube,  tljat  fitm  luetle  benb 
31n  rraftiss  of  tlje  betcljgne,  coflljtb  of  rnrtss* 

^anj?  fatuourtss  falss  luttlj  feiuartss  Ijt  fenb, 

9nb  ronferttomss  on  forre  tljat  yljifife  fnrtlj  fnrisS. 

^onp  man  metiss,  gif  31  fnlb  mab  enb, 
jt  netbt0  norljt  to  reneiue  all  tljar  natnrt^ ; 

Ciuljar  fir  llati'ss  lutll  fietr,  tljar  llgliss  till  ollenb, 

^e  lualt  all  luorfcljtg  anb  tueltlj  baplg  fnbnrtss. 

%j>ne,  at  tlje  mpbbtg  of  tlje  mett,  tn  route  Ujt  menfirallss, 
Clje  ^autss  anb  tlje  ^erle  f^ngtsS, 

SDfilltjs,  anb  ^ttrltngtss, 

Cljt  bljtb  Harb  tljat  begjtnntss,  9nb  tlje  B^rljttngaless. 


auD  tljac  nottss  anone,  gtf  31  nelu^ne, 

021av  of  ^at|?  tDe  mplti  | tl)i0  maiiet  3 tofss ; 
rpaile  temple  of  tlje  Crfmte,  eroonit  iti  tjetim ! 

||)aile  moDee  of  our  maker,  anD  meOtrpn  of  mpS 
Jjjatle  fucrour  anij  falf  for  ttje  fpnmss  feujjue ! 

|l)aile  bute  of  our  baret,  anb  belb  of  our  bltjs ! 

IDaile  grane  full  of  graee  tljat  groiuiss  fo  eiupn ! 

JFerme  our  fetb  to  tlje  fet  quljar  ttjl  fon  in, 
rpatle  labg  of  all  labptss,  Itebtefl  of  leme ! 
ipaile  ebalmer  of  ebafltte ! 

^aile  rbarbuukle  of  eljertte ! 

Ipaile ! bliflit  mot  tboto  be  JFor  tbj  barne  teme, 
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Ipalle  blifi  tbroto  tbe  bobiuorb  of  blgtb  angelliss ! 

Ipaile  princess  that  completiss  all  propljeciss  pur ! 

Jpaile  bl^tbar  of  tlje  'Baptitl,  ioitljin  tbi  botualliss, 

SDflf  dBli^ebetl)  tbf  ant,  aganiss  natur ! 

Jpaile  fpeciofe  mofl  fpecifpit  ioitb  Hjt  fpiritualiss ! 

Ipaxle  orbauit  or  abam,  anb  a^  till  inbur ! 

Ipaile  our  Dope,  anb  our  btlpr,  quben  that  barme  aliss 

rpaile  alterar  of  dBua  in  ane  but  ure ! 

ipaile  men  of  our  meilfair ! me  mait  noebt  of  elliss  j 

“^ot  all  committiss  to  tbe, 

gjaull  anb  Ipf,  labpe  ! 

jQom  for  ttjj  frute  make  m0  fre,  JFro  feubi0  that  fell  to 
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jFro  tljj  ffte  to  tJjt'jJ  gtounD  lat  tt}j  gtace  ! 

90  tljoto  art  grantar  tljarof,  and  tlje  geuar  j 
H5oto  foucrane  guljar  tljoto  fittto,  t&j  fonto  fpO, 
^enO  fum  fuctour  Doonr  fonr  to  tDr  Qjtintr  ! 

C0P  fenOe  to  our  felloune  fa,  tn  tlje  toe  ronfitie, 

Cijoto  moDer  of  all  inerc^,  anU  tlje  menar, 

JFor  too  toaggtt  tn  too  tn  tlito  toarlU  toptie, 

Co  tljj  fon  mafe  tljj  mane  and  t^j  maber. 

3l5oto  laDp  lube  to  t&e  letti  tj^at  tlje  fo  letle  lufto, 

Cljoto  feber  trone  of  ^alatuon, 

C&oto  toort^j?  toanO  of  9aron, 

Cljoto  joj)uo  fleto  of  (Setiton,  2210  Ijelg  tDe  lie&ufio. 


911  tljuo  our  laO^  tljaj  lontt,  tottD  lj?btng  anJj  Igll, 
^enflralto,  ant>  mufictanto,  mo  t^an  31  mene  map. 
Clje  gfalterp,  tlje  fptljolto,  tlje  foft  fptj^artfl, 

Clje  tronoe,  anU  tlje  monpcorMo,  tlje  gtttprnto  gap 
Clje  rote,  and  tlje  rerorDour,  tlje  rtlmpe,  tj^e  rtfl, 

Cljr  trumpe,  anti  tlje  talburn,  tlje  tpmpane  fiut  trap  ; 
Clje  Hit  pppe,  anti  tlje  lute,  tlje  fpDtll  tn  fill, 

Clje  tiulfet,  tlje  tuilfaeortito,  tDe  fcDalme  of  aflap ; 

Clje  ampalile  organto  nfit  full  oft ; 

Clarponto  lototie  bnellto, 

IPortattuto,  anO  Iiellto, 

Cpmlbaclanto  tn  tlje  rellto,  CDat  foundio  fo  foft. 


Cluljen  t^ai  IjaEi  fongpn,  auO  faiD,  foetlg  atiD  Ccljout  j 
anD  plajJtt,  ass  of  pataDgjs,  it  a poj>nt  toac } 

3In  roin  japanO  tlje  3!a»  ajs  a juglour, 

a;aitD  tafliss,  ant«  voitlj  caiuteliss,  a quaint  car?)at  : 

IDe  gart  tljatm  fe,  ass  it  In  tlje  fampn  &our, 
iDunting  at  in  ftaltiss  & Ijatt } 

^ounD  falanti  on  t&e  fe  fcljipyiC  of  tolor  ; 

TBerness  batallanO  on  ImrOe,  brgm  ass  a 6ait } 

!|)e  fouti)  tatg  tJje  roto^t  of  ttit  bingiss  Dess, 

®j)ne  lene  in  ttje  GeD 
'Bot  a Glab  bnntoeD } 

JDe  routD  of  a tjtnniss  Ijtb  ^abe  a mane  meq, 
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lj)e  gavt  tlje  OBmpriour  trotoe,  and  tteiulg  dedald, 
Cljat  tde  Come  Crabe,  t&e  j^undae  at  Dand, 

^ad  vjndit  all  ^iss  j?tj?ss  IjotS  in  a pundfald, 
jFov  eanss  tDaj  ete  of  t&e  tome  in  tlje  btrbland» 

^e  rontlj  toirb  tooundertss  quljat  toag  tljat  &e  maid  : 
^ab  of  a grag  gnss  a gold  gatland ; 
a lang  fger  of  a dettll  foe  a deme  dald } 

Jl3odilliss  of  nnt  frljelUss,  and  Gluee  of  fand. 

CDn0  jombit  mttd  jugeedgss  tlje  jangland  3Ia : 
jTaie  ladgiss  in  vgngtsJ, 
liingrljtiss  in  taealgngiS, 

Boitlj  danGss  and  fgngiss  > 3!t  femgt  ass  fa« 


rome  Hufee  a retD,  anD  a rane  torft, 
a fiatb  Dtot  of  3ftlanti  tuttlj  TBanacDaDee ! 

^aid,  ©luntoto  gub  dgn^ti  dacfj  Ijala  mifcljp  dorlj ; 
Kaibe  f>  tug  of  ttje  voG,  ot  fr^o  fall  tpiue  tlje, 

^irlj  inannorg  atD  macD  momettt  mocli  loclj ; 

%ct  l)li;  domte,  gtf  &lt  dmb  j quljat  Dele  altjs  tlie  ? 

D Derenipne,  D Donnall,  D Dorljard^  drocD  > 

CDit  ar  Ijiss  3(tland  fetngtjs  of  tlje  aftifr^erpe: 

© l^neioljn,  © Conocljot*,  © ®regue  ^abgrane ; 
Clje^rljenacljp,  tlje  Clarfcliaclj, 

Clje  'Ben  frljene,  tlje  'Ballaclj, 

Clje  Creberj),  tlje  Cotac0>  ^ej^o  benm'ss  tljaim  ilbane. 

/ 
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^onp  lefingtss  Jie  tnaid ; toald  let  for  no  man 
Co  fgelb  quljtll  Ije  fpobin  ljad»  fgartt  no  tfiitngiss, 

Clje  dene  rurale,  tlje  Eanpn,  regronlt  Ijtm  tftan, 

Bad  Ijtm  IjijJ  lefingljs  lelf  defor  tdaj  lordlnglss. 

CDe  barde  toortb  drane  mod,  and  dttterlp  routd  dan, 

!j)om  Cord^  meflinger,  qnotlj  lj^»  mitlj  forotoe  noto  f^ngljsj 
Cljom  tfrdtt  out  of  Jl^ogesS  arb,  and  to  tlje  erd  man, 
Car^Jtt  ais  a tratour,  and  drocljt  na  tgtljtnglss ; 

3f  fall  rptue  tlje,  iUadj?ne,  daitlj  guttijs  and  gall, 

Cde  dene  rurale  mortljtt  retd, 

%tame  for  fedame  of  tlje  field, 

Cljr  darde  Ijeld  a grete  pleld  3Iu  Idf  die  dall. 


3n  romc  ttoa  fl|?ranti  fuliss  ujxtD  a fonde  fair, 
CtjeCurDct,  anD  tlje  gufefett  ®olk,  anD  ?etti  eiOU^; 
EufrDit  fiaiti)  to  tlje  batd,  anCi  ruggit  l)i0  Daic ; 

Calltt  tjtm  ttira?0  tljeotgnefe,  to  tljtatoe  tn  a tutOdj). 
Ctjai  fpltt  ‘ Dim  * fta  tDe  fovtoge  to  tDe  fut  tDar  : 

CDe  barbe,  fmabbit  l^fee  a fmatk  fmorit  in  a fmebp, 
Ean  fafi  to  tDe  buue,  anb  gate  a geet  xm ; 

^ofDt  toattit  to  mefcDe  Dim  tDar  out  in  ane  j?bg« 

CDe  lorbio  leucD  agon  loft,  anb  Igfeing  tDaf  Dab, 

CDat  tDe  barbe  mao  fo  bet : 

CDe  fnlio  fonbe  in  tDe  flet, 

anb  mong  motoig  at  mete  2Dn  tDe  flute  maib, 

^gne  fot  ane  figonale  of  ftnt  tDaj  Gtaif  in  tDe  fieib ; 
CDe  CnrDet  gitb  to  tDe  <J5olk,  anb  gaif  Dim  a fall, 
maif  Di0  taile  fra  Di0  riff,  mitlj  a ratD  gleib  j 
CDe  ®olk  ffat  inge  agane  in  tDe  gret  Dali, 

Cit  tDe  CufDet  be  tDe  toge,  onrtiruit  Di0  Deb, 

JFlang  Dim  flat  in  tDe  fgre,  fetDeriS  anb  all. 
lj)e  ergib,  ailace,  mitD  ane  tair,  rengn  t0  mg  teib  ! 

31  am  nngtariouflg  gorrit,  baitD  gnttitf  anb  gall : 

^it  De  lag  fra  tDe  lotoe  ricDt  in  a Igne. 

ClnDen  tDaj  Dab  remelitf  raucDt : 

CDai  fortDocDt  tDat  tDaj  fancDt  5 

Kiffit  famgn  anb  faucDt,  Ginb  fat  bonne  fgne. 


911  ttjutf  tDtt  IjatljtlUc  In  fiall  firfrlj?  temanft, 

QjJIfttj  all  tueltljlis  at  toiss,  anD  toovfcj&lpe  to  nale : 

Cfie  Pape  begpnms  tljt  stare,  ao  steablp  santt ; 
ajQofrj^e  ttitttj  tDtt  toottljgtjS,  anD  toent  to  counfall. 

Cfie  pute  }|)otulattjs  appele  rompletip  mao  planpt, 
fait  anti  Ijtss  foule  fotme,  nnftelp  but  fatle : 
jTot  tlie  qutjtife,  tl)tt  lottiijs  tn  leiO  nocDt  to  lapne  It, 

JDe  beforDt  of  furout,  ao  fouetane  in  fatle, 

Cljat  tljai  tualD  prap  J12atut  tjtis  ptent  to  teneine ; 
jFor  it  tua0  Ijatle  Iji0  betjefl, 

9t  tfjar  allerig  tequeO, 

^prDt  baine  J13atut  attefl  ©f  btm  fot  to  tetoe. 

Cljan  tetnit  tljit  ttallttf  of  tljat  tatfj  mane, 

'Bait!)  ^pitituale  anti  Cempetale,  tijat  feenti  tljt  cafe  j 
9nti,  ronfitietanti  t&e  eau0,  conclutitt  in  ane, 

Cljat  tljaj  lualti  Jl3atut  befeifee,  of  bit  stet  st^are, 

Co  bifrenb  tIjat  fampn  bout  a0  that  fouetane, 

9t  that  allatio  inflanre,  in  that  ilk  place, 

Cbe  Pape  anb  tbt  pattiatki0,  tbe  ptelati0  ilkane, 
Cbu0  ptap  tbaj  a0  penitentio  5 anb  all  that  that  bja0, 
Ciubat  tbtobj  bame  JEatut  tbt  ttaO  bifcenbit  that  tpbe, 
9t  that  baile  inflance ; 

Clubom  tbaj  teOTaif  toitb  teueten0, 

9nb  botufome  obepfance,  90  ©obbe0  anb  gpbe. 


3|t  ncDisS  norDt,  quotD  iRatur,  to  vcnetoe  oucljt 
®e  50UU  entent  in  tljtjs  ot  to  tell ; 

31  toait  ?out  totll,  anU  quljat  toaj),  ?e  UjalO  tljat  31  totocljt 
Co  refotme  tlje  it)otolat,  of  faltijs  full  fell, 

31t  fall  be  done,  ajs  ?e  deme,  dwid  ?e  ricljt  nor^t : 

31  eonfent  tn  tljlsJ  caife  to  ?oui;  eounfall, 

%en  mj)  felf  fov  ?ouv  fatbe  Ijtddft  Ijass  fotljt, 

^e  fall  be  fperiallp  fped,  or  ?e  maj)r  fpell : 

H3obj  ilba  foull  of  tlje  firtlj  a fedder  fall  ta, 
and  len  tbe  l])otulat,  fen  ?e 
SDff  Ijtm  Ijauf  fit  > 

and  31  fall  gar  tbalm  fampn  be  Co  grotoe  or  31  ffa. 

Cban  tlb  foule  of  btJS  flicljt  a fedder  bass  tane, 
and  lent  to  tbe  l])otolat  tn  bafl,  bartlte  but  bone, 

Dame  jeatur  tbe  nobtllefl  necbtt  tn  ane  j 
jFor  to  ferme  tbtss  federem,  and  detulp  bass  done  5 
®art  it  ground,  and  grotoe  gaplp  agane, 

®n  tbe  fampn  !])obJlat,  femelp  and  fone. 

Cban  mass  bt  fcband  of  btss  fcbape,  and  btss  ft  btoude  frbane 
®flf  albpn  folour  mofl  tlefr  beldit  abone ; 

Cbe  farefi  foule  of  tbe  firtb,  and  btndefl  of  betoetf  j 
@0  elene,  and  fo  colourlpfee, 

Cbat  no  bird  mass  bfm  Ipfee, 

JFro  'Burone  to  Bertotbe,  210nder  tbe  bemess. 


C&ujs  vuafl  t&e  i^otolat  in  tjerde  tjevelp  at  ^icljt, 
jTlouv  of  all  fotoltjs,  tljroio  feOtietxjs  fo  fair, 
lj)e  lubit  to  l)i5S  Igfeame  tDat  lemgt  fo  lic&t, 

^0  propir  plefanD  of  3?rent,  j?rootie  to  rcpat : 
tDorDt  &im  maiO  on  tljt  mold  mafeleo  of  mjcDt, 
ao  fouerane  l)im  atone  felf,  tljroto  detote  Ije  dair, 
Counterpalace  to  tlje  Pape,  our  princto,  31  plif&t ; 

%o  dirtp  df  dpit  dint  in  Jluciferijs  lair, 

Cdat  all  tde  fotolio  of  tde  firtd  de  defotolit  fpne. 

CduO  leit  d^  tto  man  diss  P^ii^  > 

®if  onp  need  toald  dint  neir, 

lj)c  dad  tdam  redaldiss  orere,  2133itd  a rupne. 

Cde  pape,  and  tde  patriarfeiJS,  and  princiss  of  proto, 

31  am  cnmmpn  of  tdar  fepn,  de  coCingage  fenatoin  j 
^0  fair  i0  mp  fetderem  3 daf  no  falotoe ; 

fc^rotode  and  mp  fedenetoeid  fedir  to  de  frdatoin. 
ail  dirdijs  de  redalbit,  tdat  toald  dim  noedt  dotoe ; 

3n  dretd  ao  a datall  toriedt  full  of  doG  dlatoin, 

Saitd  dnlooeadle  latio  noedt  till  alloto  : 

CDuo  topeit  de  tde  toalentpne  tljralp  and  tdratoin, 
Cdat  all  tde  fotolig  toitd  aOent  aflemdlit  agane 
and  plen^eit  to  Jl3atur 
S)f  tdto  intolleradle  injur  } 

^oto  tde  l])otolat  dim  dure  ^o  die,  and  fo  daltane. 


%o  pomjjojj,  impettxnat,  anU  teptouable, 

31n  erteS,  our  arrogant,  tljtr  litrUtss  ilfeane 
'IBefortjt  JI3atur  to  cejs  tljat  nnfufferalile. 

Cljar  totttj  tl)at  laD^  a Igte  leuclj  Ijir  allane : 
firll  making,  quotlj  fctjo,  toau  unamenDafilr, 

C&ocbt  31  altertt,  a0  ?e  all  aCbit  tn  ane, 

^tt  fall  31  prelf  ?oUj  to  plrijs,  fen  tt  tss  poffible. 
i)rf)o  ralltt  tlje  IDotulat  in  Ijalfi,  tftat  toas  fo  fjaltane : 
CD5  jjrjOe,  quoD  tlje  PrtncefsJ,  apgrocljijs  our  Ijte, 
Lpfee  lurifer  in  eflaite } 

3nti  fen  tDoto  art  fo  elate, 

3ss  tDe  ^toangelifi  torait,  C&oto  fall  latoe  be. 

iL-PJ3313I- 

Cbe  rent,  anb  tbe  ritebess,  tljat  tDotn  in  rang, 
a^lajs  of  otljir  menniss  all,  anb  nocDt  of  ttjj  atone  j 
Jl3Ioto  ilk  fotole  IjiJS  utone  febber  fall  agane  fang ; 

3nb  mak  tbe  catif  of  kjnb,  till  Ijim  felf  fmatoin, 

9)3  frljo  Ijass  bem|)t  ttjaj  Ijaf  bone  tljralp  in  tljrang. 
Cljar  toitlj  bame  Jl3atur  Das  to  tlje  Ijenin  bratoin : 
3fcenbit  fone,  in  mg  ficbt,  toitlj  folaee  anb  fang. 

3nb  ilk  fotole  tuke  tlje  flicbt : fcbortlg  to  fcljatoin, 
fpelb  Ijame  to  tljar  tjant,  anb  tljar  Ijrrberg : 

Ciuljar  tljaj  toar  toont  to  remane, 
ail  tljir  gublg  ar  gane ; 

anb  tljar  lenit  allane,  Clje  i])otolat  anb  3. 


Cljan  ttjtis  !J)otoIat  fjtDotofiES  of  l)air  anti  of  fijtie, 

Put  firfi  fro  j^onerte  to  prgre,  anti  prtnti0  atone  per  j 
^pne  degradit  fra  grace,  for  fjto  gret  prpde, 

TBannpt  dftterlj  &x0  dtrtt),  datlefull  fn  defr : 

^e  toelterit,  fte  turgtljtt,  Ijt  toarptt  tlje  tpde, 

CDat  (je  toa0  torocljt  in  tljto  toarld  toofull  tn  toeir : 

JDe  crepillit,  tje  crengit,  tje  carfullj?  rrpd, 
folptt,  Ije  forotoft,  fn  (igl)tngt0  fetr% 

!l)e  fatd,  9Uace ! 3t  a»n  lffl»  lattjefi  of  all, 

'Bpfpn  fn  dalle  deft , 

3f  map  de  famptll  Ijflt  ^ft 

Cljat  prpde  neuer  ?lt  left  Ibid  felr,  dut  a fall. 

um. 

31  routl)  norljt  toon  In  to  toelttj  toretcd  ‘ tdat  3f  ^ toaft, 

3f  toad  fo  toantoun  of  tolll,  mp  toerdld  ar  toan ; 

Cljud  for  mp  Ijlfljt  31  am  durt,  and  darmlt  In  fjaltt, 
Calrfull  and  captlf  for  craft  tdat  31  fan  : 

Ctuden  31  toad  deiolt  ad  Ijelr  all  tdlr  Ijlfaff, 

Jfra  rule,  reflbun,  aud  rlcljt  redled  31  tan ; 

Cljarfor  31  Ip  In  tde  Ipme,  Ipmplt,  latdall : 

Jl3oto  marli  ?our  mlrour  de  me,  all  maner  of  man, 

3e  prlncld,  ‘ prelattld’  of  prpde  for  penneld  and  protoe, 
Cdat  pullld  tde  pure  ap, 

3e  fall  fpng  ad  31  fap, 

311  ?our  toeltlj  tolll  aioap> 


Cljud  31  toarn  ?oto. 


CDtnfe  Doto  ftai'r  ttjoto  toass  fiovnt,  and  ftati;  ag  tutll  be, 
JFor  ourDt  tDat  fetiijs,  of  trjj  felf  tn  ong  feflbun  j 
C&|?nitie,tDg  tlaltljiss,  nor  tljj  roG,  fummtss  norI)t  of  tlje, 
T5ot  of  tlje  finite  of  tlje  eib,  anti  C^otitjS  fufoun : 

£iuljen  xlb  tljing  Daj3  ttje  atme,  futljlg  toe  fe, 

CIjj?  naWt  foiss  bot  of  tlap,  a foule  eactoun, 
ll)attt,  anb  Ijatoleis  i quljai  of  ait  tfjoto  tjte  ? 

Wt  turn  piiie,  toe  gang  puie,  baitlj  fetng  anb  commoun. 
TBot  tDoto  leule  ttje  liebtuio,  tbi  lonme  fall  oieie, 

Cljujs  faib  tDe  l^otolat  on  btctjt : 
jl5oto  (Sob  foi  ijiss  giet  imrljt, 

^et  oni  fatoliis  I'n  fir&t  0f  fanettjs  fo  feie ! 

Cliu0  foi  ane  Doto  of  €>unbai  bieto  31  tbi0  Dpte, 
Dotoit  tottD  ane  Dotogla0 ; anb  boitlj  toai  tljaj  botois : 
:jn  tlje  foieO  foifaib,  fielp  paifpte, 

®f  Ceinetoap,  tenbti  anb  tigbe,  qubo  fo  tiaft  tiotoi0. 
2a:tai  mp  tott  a0  mp  totll,  tDan  fulb  31  toele  toipte ; 
TBot  gtf  31  lak  in  mg  leib,  tljat  norDt  till  alloto  is, 

^e  togfe,  foi  ?oui  tooifcbige,  toigtl)  me  no  togte: 

Jl5oto  blgtlj  tos  tDe  blifl  baine,  tqat  all  beine  botois 
rpe  len  tos  Igbing  anb  Igf  eueilafianb  !— 

3In  miitbfull  monetb  of  ^ag, 

3|n  mgbbis  of  ^linage, 

Cljusonatgmebe  Ceintoag,  !|)agginnit 


I^eir  enlits 
®ttfee  of  tj)p  l^otolat. 

r 

t ' 

‘ ^triptum’ 

per  manum’  ilW.  Soannts  Moan. 


%\)t  3lppentii)c. 
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It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  point  out  such  differences  betwixt  the 
two  manuscript  copies  of  the  Howlat,  as  consist  merely  of  variations  in  the  or- 
thography ; unless  when  they  happen  to  give  the  passage  a more  intelligible 

aspect.  . 

Stanza  1.1.3/  The  bleraes  by  adopting  this  reading,  the  line  would  signify 
that  ‘ the  flowers,  or  blossoms  fairest  of  colour,  glanced  with  the  rays  of  the 
sun.’  See  Dr  Jamieson’s  Dictionary. — 1.  7,  ‘ the  seasouu.’ 

The  four  last  lines  of  this  stanza,  in  Bannatyne’s  MS.  are  as  follows ; along 
with  the  same  as  they  occur  in  Pinkerton’s  edition,  which  will  serve  as  a spe- 
cimen of  its  general  Inaccuracy  : — 

Baini.  MS.  Pink.  Edit. 


Thus,  throw  the  cliftis  so  cleir. 
Alone,  but  fallow  or  feir, 

I raibit  till  a reweir 

That  ryally  reird. 


Thus  throw  the  clij'ls  so  clere 
Above,  but  fallow  or  fere, 

I maikil  till  a reweir 

That  ryallye  rered. 


St.  II.  1.  1.  ‘ or  rove  ;’  1.  3.  ‘ that  brym/  and  ‘ above ;’  1.  5,  ‘ love  was ;’  1.  7- 
‘ coud  hove ;’  1.  12,  ‘ als  w'as  blyth.’ 

St.  III.  1.  3,  ‘ all  mennis  1.  6,  ‘ maistres;’  1.  7,  ‘ nedis;’  1.  10,  ‘ ane  uthir. 
St.  IV.  1.  1,  ' in  that  place  ;’  1.  2,  ‘ peteous  1.  3,  ‘ sowplit  in ;’  1.  8,  ' nycht 
in  ane;’  1.  13,  ‘ a gowlyne.’t  ■ i >+ 

St.  V.  1.  2,  ‘ hedand  and ;’  1.  3,  ‘ my  face 1-  4,  ‘ fetherem  ; 1.  0,  1 walk  ; J 
1.  9,  ' the  fowlis;’t  1.  13,  ' to  my  deid.’ 

St.  VI.  1.  2,  ' skirp  me;’  1.  4,  ' a besum  ;’  1.  6,  ' till  accuse  m tins  caus.  J— 
‘ accuse’  has  been  substituted  instead  of  ' agus,’  which  is  the  reading  in 
Asloan’s  MS. — 1.  7,  ‘ mak  me  amendis.’  . , r 

St.  VII.  1.  5,  ‘ mansucit  and  demure ;’  1.  6,  ' and  schand;’?  1.  10,  ‘ violent  of 


vyce. 

St.  VIII.  1.  1,  ‘ quhen  that ;’  1.  3,  ‘ .ave. ;’  1.  8,  ‘ speciallie.’ 
St.  IX.  1.  3,  ‘ byssym ;’  1.  6,  ‘ to  ask  helpe  ;’  1.  11,  ‘ mak.’ 
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St.  X.  1.  2,  ‘ bot  of  Natur 1.  5,  ‘ proplietis  oure  lerit  all  the  lawe 1.  8, 

' papiiiffo  proude.’  , 

St.  Li.  1.  1,  ' quhat  sail  1.  % ‘ thir  letteris 1.  7,  ' of  kirk.  _ 

St.  XIII.  1.  2,  ‘ Phesandis  1.  3,  ‘ presentit  tham  1.  12,  ‘ ding.  ^ 

St.  XV.  1.  3j  * cliertouris  ;*  1.  4-,  * clethis  of  hair ; 1.  5,  ^ at  all  houris. 

St.  XVI.  1.  ‘ enterit  that  bure 1.  9>  ‘ a cuniiand. 

St.  XVII.  1.  2, ' Drake  ;’t  1.  4,  ' correcter  of;'  1.  6,  ‘ men  of  law;  1.  7,  ruch 
ran.’:]: 

St.  XVIII.  1.  12,  ' a curate. 

St.  XIX.  1.  n,  ' thar  coming.’^ 

St.  XX.  1.  3, ' the  foull.’t  • 

St.  XXI.  1.  2,  ' sen  thai  the  richt  ;’t  1.  5,  ' the  mater,  the  maner.  ^ 

St.  xxii.  1.  2,  ' and  syne  to  the.’  The  two  last  words  ai-e  wantmg  in  Asloan  s 
MS. — 1.  10,  ' that  Spirituale.’ 

St.  XXIII.  1.  1,  ‘ heir  tauld.’ 

St.  XXIV.  1.  2,  ‘ hufe  thai 1.  7,  ‘ till  thai.  , . , , , . f i . 

St.  XXV.  1.  4,  ‘ secound 1.  6,  ' percying  the  ;’t  1.  9,  form yt  on  fold. 

St.  XXVI.  1.  3,  ‘ of  mycht 1.  5,  ' Spark  Halkis ; 1.  8,  ' circulit  with.  ^ 

St.  XXVII.  1.  1,  ‘be  conscience;’  1.  2,  ‘ dene  gold;  1.  3,  plant  till,  1.  0, 

‘ the  gem  and  rubyis  inrold.’ 

St.  XXVIII.  1.  1,  ‘ secound ;’  1.  13,  ' that  blenkit.’f  _ 

St.  XXIX.  1.  4,  ‘ rycll  of  array ;’  1.  6 and  7,  these  two  lines  are  entirely  omit- 
ted in  Asloan’s  MS.  , ^ , . • ts 

St.  XXXI.  1.  3,  ‘ in  distrcs;'  1.  12,  the  second  ‘O’  does  not  occur  in  Bann. 

Stfxxxii.  1.  2,  ‘ ticht  to ;’  1.  9>  ‘ full  gay i’  h 12,  ‘ se  schold.’ 

St.  xxxiii.  1.  5,  ‘ it  wer  lere  for  to  tell.’  , „ . ,+ 

St.  XXXV.  1.  1,  ‘ to  rayk ;’  1.  6,  ‘ thay  the  gre ; t 1-  10,  all  tliir.  T 
St.  XXXVI.  1.  3,  ‘ no  way.’ 

St.  XXXVII.  1.  4,  ‘ orisons.’^  * >+ 

St.  XXXVIII.  1.  5,  ‘ than  in  ;’  1.  7,  ‘ and  blicht ;’  1.  10,  as  thow  wont.  | _ 
St.  XXXIX.  1.  1,  ‘ or  with  fays  be  ;’J  1.  9,  ‘ thus  fell ;’  1.  11,  ‘ deidis  he  did. 
St.  XL.  1.  2,  ‘ set  on  the  ;’  1.  4,  ‘ slane  in  ficht ;’ 1.  5,  ‘ relevit  was  ; 1.  0,  ane 
wycht ;’  1.  7,  ‘ niony  a sad  ;X  1-  13j  ‘ 1“  this.’  _ . 

St.  XLi.  1.  2,  ‘ fell  of;’  1.  6,  ‘ the  pretius  knycht  that  was  in  pane  tliore ; 

1.  7,  ‘ deid  doun  adewe  ;’  1.  10,  ‘ bureit  thair.’ 

St.  XLii.  )•  7,  ‘ galiard  gi-ome;’  1.  9,  ‘ reskewand  agane  the. 

St.  xLiv.  1. 3,  ‘ cans  the  king ;’  1.  5,  of  weir  ;’  1.  6,  ‘ soueranis  ;$!./,  his  capi- 

St^Lv.  1.  5,  ‘ of  Saxonis;’  1.  7,  ‘ thocht  I thame  hale  knewe;’J  1.  8,  ‘ suld 

occupy  us  all ;’  1.  9j  ‘ referring.’^  , , .n  ru. 

St.  XLvi.  1.  4,  ‘ trewly  to  tend  ;’  1.  6,  ‘ quarterly,  that ; 1.  8,  quhilk  oft  was 

fayn.’t 

St.  XLVii.  1.  7,  ‘ changit  so.’ 
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St.  XLVIII.  1.  1,  ' Als  hieast;’  1.  3,  ‘ in  a port 1.  5,  ' the  rouch  busteous 
ijair  •’  1.  7,  ‘ saw  I nevair  1.  8,  ' wecliis 1.  10,  ' so  feidfull.' 

St.  XLix.  1.  i,  ‘ the  tend 1.  4,  ' in  feir  landis  ; 1.  6,  ‘ ofF  his 1.  8,  ' to  my 

mater.’  . ^ c , 

St.  h.  1.  1,  ‘ Merlionis ; 1.  4,  ' subject  men  ; 5,  ‘ cryand  pewe ; 1.  b,  ‘ as 

nairt  of;’  1.  13,  ‘ that  wretchit  dwerch  was.’J 
St.  LI.  1.  6,  ‘ quha  richtly  recordis  1.  9>  ‘ the  prelatis  ; 1.  10,  ‘ thame  wysahe. 
St.  Lii.  1.  12,  ' wes  the  arras.’t 
St.  Liii.  1.  7,  ‘ cardinalis  all.’ 

St.  Liv.  1.  1,  ‘ as  are  ;’  1.  9,  ‘ but  les.’  , o 

St.  LV.  1.  ^ sawouris  sawcc  ;*+  1*  ‘ of  force 1.  5,  mane  metis;  I.  8, 

' welth  and  worschip.’ 

St.  LVi.  1.  1,  ‘ in  aue  ;’t  1-  5,  ‘ and  salue.’J  , . . 

St.  LVii.  i.  1,  ' bod  wird ;’  1.  8,  ‘ altare  1.  13,  ‘fra  feindis. 

It.  Llxl'i.'l^^’thaUofe;’  1.  7,  ‘ the  cithill;’  1.  8,  ‘ dulset  and;’  1.  11.  ‘ Por- 
tatisis  ;’  1.  12,  ‘ Syinbaclanis.’  , 

St.  LX.  1.  1,  ‘ a schour  ;’  1.  4,  ‘ with  cantelis  ; 1.  13,  a man.  _ 

St.  LXi.  1.  2,  ‘ Corncraik  ;’  1.  3,  ‘ poyndit ;’  ‘ pryndfald ; 1.  4,  becaus  thai ; 

St^  nxiL  l’T'  dynydeach  ;’  1.  4,  ‘ ryve;’  1.  5,  ‘ Misch  makmory  ach  mach 
inountir  ;’  1.  8,  ‘ are  the,’  and  ‘ the  Erchrye.’  . , *i 

St.  LXiii.  1.  5,  ‘ barde  wox  ;’  1.  8,  ‘ as  tratour ; 1.  9,  ‘ rywe ; 1.  10,  than  the 
dene  rurale  worth  reid.’ 

St.  LXiv.  1.  2,  ‘ the  Tuquheit ;’  1.  5,  ‘ fylit  him.’ 

St.  Lxv.  1.  3,  ‘ fra  his  heid ;’  1.  9,  = lycbt  in  lyne ; 1.  12,  kissit  syne.  | 

St.  Lxvi.  1.  1,  ‘ athillis  ;’  1.  9,  ‘ present  to.’  ^ 

St.  Lxvii.  1.  2,  ‘ that  kennit;’t  1.  8,  ‘ penitent. 

St.  Lxviii.  1.  4,  ‘ to  reasoun  ;’  1.  8,  ‘ or  I mair ;’  1.  11,  ‘ haue  pete. 

St.  Lxix.  1.  2,  ‘ lent  the ;’  1.  4,  ‘ federein  ;’  1.  5,  ‘ and  gane ;’  1.  7,  ' was  the ; 

1.  12,  ‘ fro  Byron.’ 

St.  Lxx.  1.  7,  ‘with  the  Pape;’  1.  12,  ‘ rebaleis.’  ^ 

St.  Lxxi.  1.  2,  ‘ consignage ;’  1.  3,  ‘ fetherein ;’  1.  8,  ‘ viciit ; 1.  13,  ‘ so  hau- 

t&nc  ^ 

St.  Lxxii.  1.  1,  ‘ impertinax ;’  1.  4,  ‘ that  with  that  lady  allyt ; 1.  8,  ‘ hau- 

St.Txxiii.  1.  4,  ‘ till  thy  self;’!  1.  8,  ‘ and  schortly  ;’t  1.  9,  ‘ and  to ;’  1.  11, 

‘ and  gane.'  , . 

St.  Lxxiv.  1.  4,  ‘ bailfully ;’  1.  8,  ‘ and  sorowit ; 1.  10,  bysym. 

St  LXX7. 1. 1 , ‘ wretch  wayest ;’ 1.  2,  ‘ in  will ; 1.5,  was  of  hewit,  1.  7,  the 
lathest  ;’t  1.  8,  ‘ mek  zour ;’  1.  9,  ‘ prelettis  of  pryde.J  Asloaiie  s MS.  has 
‘ prencis,’  or  ‘ princis,’  rejieated.  „ . , 

St.  Lxxvi.  1.  3,  ‘ claithis,  thi  cost;’  1.  7,  ' hafles  ;’  1.  11,  ‘ thy  gret. 

St.  Lxxvii.  1.  4,  ‘ Terway ;’  1.  6,  ‘ gif  lak ;’  1.  12,  ‘ thus  in. 
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In  tlie  above  list,  I have  put  a mark  (J)  to  such  of  the  readings  as  seem  to 
be  preferable  to  those  in  Asloan’s  manuscript,  although  they  have  not  been 
adopted.  Notwithstiinding  all  the  vigilance  made  use  of  to  make  the  text  as 
accurate  as  possible,  the  following  errata  require  to  be  corrected.  If  any  others 
should  have  likewise  escaped,  I flatter  myself  that  they  are  not  of  much  im- 
portance. 

St.  XVI.  1.  5,  ‘ Thai  war,’  read  ‘ Thai  mak.’ — St.  xxii.  1.  6.  ‘ Emperour this 
word,  which  is  contracted  in  the  MS.  in  this,  and  in  one  or  two  other  places, 
should  have  been  printed  ‘ Empriour.” — St.  xxxiv.  1.  8,  ‘ Estate,  read 
‘ Estatis.’ — St.  xiiV.  1.  7,  ‘ That  thai,’  read  ‘ Thocht  I thaim.’ — St.  46,  1. 
8, ' Aft,’  read  ‘ Oft 1.  9,  ‘ Armis,  read  ‘ Armes.’ — St.  XLVII.  1.  9,  “■  bowit,’ 
dele  the  inverted  commas. 


St.  I.  In  the  inijddis  of  May. — Beyond  all  question,  the  most  extensive  and 
singular  specimen  of  alliterative  composition  in  the  English  language,  is  the 
Visions  of  Piers  Plowman,  which  F ame  has  ascribed  to  Robert  Langland,  who 
flourished  about  the  year  1370,  and  who,  by  the  bye,  is  claimed  as  a native  of 
Scotland,  by  David  Buchanan,  one  of  our  older  biographical  writers,  in  his  un- 
published treatise  Dc  Scriptoribus  Scotice  illustribus.  Much  curious  informa- 
tion concerning  alliterative  verse  is  contained  in  the  preface  to  the  splendid 
edition  of  the  Visions,  by  the  late  Dr  Whittaker.  But  I need  not  enlarge  on 
a subject  on  which  so  much  has  been  said ; nor  attempt  to  point  out  the  mo- 
tives which  led  authors,  at  successive  and  different  times,  to  adopt  this  fa- 
vourite practice  of  bringing  together,  (in  the  words  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,) 
“ Rimes  Running  in  Rattling  Rowes.” 

In  reference  to  the  alliterative  style  of  the  Howlat,  Mr  George  Chalmers, 
in  the  preface  to  his  elaborate  edition  of  Sir  David  Lyndsay’s  Works,  says, 
“ If  it  be  inquired,  by  what  artifices  of  composition  the  poets  of  these  times 
sacrificed  common  sense  to  far-fetched  conceits,  they  will  he  found  in  two 
sources ; their  desire  of  alliteration,  and  their  passion  for  antiquated  phraseo- 
logy. In  obtaining  the  first  object,  they  searched  for  words  having  the  same 
prefixes,  without  any  analogy  of  sense ; and  in  quest  of  the  last,  they  went  be- 
yond the  old  English,  into  the  Anglo-Saxon  speech,  as  they  found  it  in  vulgar 
use.  They  thus  sacrificed  .sense  to  sound,  and  facility  to  facture.” — Not  so, 
however,  according  to  Holofernes,  in  Love’s  Labour’s  Lost ; who,  in  his  “ex- 
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temporal  epitaph”  on  the  “ Death  of  the  Deer,"  says,  “ I will  something  affect 
the  letter,  (that  is,  I will  practise  alliteration;  and,  gentle  reader,  pray  mark 
tlie  reason) — for  it  argues  facility  " 

St.  V. — The  complaint  of  this  melancholy  bird,  as  Mr  Alexander  Thomson, 
in  his  MS.  remarks  on  this  poem,  has  observed,  is  not  like  that  of  the  Owl  in 
Gray’s  Elegy,  complaining  to  the  moon 

“ Of  such  as,  wand’ring  near  her  secret  bower. 

Molest  her  ancient  solitary  reign” — 

But  rather  resembles  that  of  Shakespeai’e's  Richard,  when  descanting  on  his 
own  deformity. 

St.  xiii.-xix. — In  these  stanzas,  the  different  birds  belonging  to  the  State 
Temporal,  with  their  several  dignities,  are  minutely  described.  “ Some  inge- 
nuity,” as  SirWalter  Scott,  in  a MS.  note,  observes,  “ is  displayed  in  selecting  the 
j)oiuts  of  connection  betwixt  the  particular  species  of  birds,  and  the  ranks  and 
orders  assigned  to  each.  The  author  has  anticipated  Dryden,  who  describes 
the  Catholic  clergy,  on  account  of  their  early  and  vigilant  church  serrice, 
under  character  of  ‘ the  bird  which  warned  Saint  Peter  of  his  fall’ — for  Holland 
informs  us. 


‘ The  Cok  in  his  cler  cap  that  crawis  and  cryis. 

Was  chosyn  Chantor.’ 

The  mendicant  friars  are  slily  described  under  the  guise  of 

‘ Crying  Crawis  and  Cais  that  cravis  the  corn.’ 

— The  solitary  Heron  is  a contemplative  Chartreux.  Extensive  notes,”  Sir 
Walter  adds,  “ might  be  written  on  this  part  of  the  poem which,  however, 
the  editor  will  not  at  present  attempt. 

St.  XIX.  1.  4,  ‘ Se  fowle  and  seid  fotvle’ — Chaucer  also  speaks  of  “ Water- 
foulis”  and  “ Seed-foulis” — In  his  poem,  the  “ Assemblie  of  Foulis,”  all  the 
birds  are  gathered  before  the  “ noble  Goddesse,  Nature,  on  St.  Valentine’s  Day, 
to  choose  their  makes but  before  proceeding  to  mention  their  names,  the  poet 
separates  them  in  the  following  manner  : — 

“ This  noble  Empresse,  full  of  all  grace. 

Bad  every  foule  take  her  own  place. 

As  they  were  wont  alway,  fro  yere  to  yere. 

On  Sanct  Valentine’s  day,  standen  here. 

That  is  to  saie,  the  foules  of  rauine 
Were  highest  set,  and  then  the  foules  smale 
That  eaten,  as  that  Nature  would  encline 
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As  worme  or  thing,  of  which  I tell  no  talc 
But  water  foule,  sate  lowest  in  the  dale  ; 

And  foules  that  liueth  by  sede,  sat  on  the  grenc, 

And  that  so  many,  that  wonder  was  to  sene." 

St.  XXVII. — The  armorial  bearings  described  in  this  and  some  of  the  follow- 
ing stanzas,  might  receive  some  illustration  from  the  Register  of  Armes,  by 
Sir  David  Lyndsay  of  the  Mount,  lately  published  from  the  original  manu- 
script. The  description  of  the  arms  of  the  “ Empriour  of  Almane,"  by  our 
author,  corresponds  to  those  of  the  “ Empriour  of  Rome,”  by  the  Lord  Lyon 
King  at  Arms,  who  has  in  the  same  manner  blazoned  the  armorial  bearings 
of  the  Earl  of  Douglas ; of  Douglas,  Earl  of  Murray  ; and  of  Douglas,  Earl  of 
Ormond ; but  with  some  differens,  which  it  is  unnecessary  in  this  place  to  be 
at  the  trouble  of  pointing  out. 

St.  XXIX As  descriptive  of  the  Royal  Arms  of  Scotland,  I may  copy  a 

passage  from  a small  tractat  of  the  Scots  Original,  preserved  in  Asloan’s  ma- 
nuscript, which  the  reader  may  compare  with  the  corresponding  passage  in 
Fordun. — Scoticfironicon,  Vol.  I.  p.  47- 

“ Then  the  Kingis  son,  callit  to  name  Fergus  Ferherd,  gadderit  gret  power 
of  Scottis  men,  and  come  out  our  Scotland  maior,  or  Ireland,  in  less  Scotland, 
and  tuke  the  crowne  of  it,  and  was  our  first  king,  and  brocht  the  armes  of 
Scotland.  The  quhilkis  remaynis  zit — ane  Red  rampand  Lyoun,  in  a scheld 
of  gold ; viz. 

Albion  in  terris  rex  primus  germine  Scotis 
Illorum  turmis  rubri  tulit  arma  leonis, 

Fergusius  fulvo  Ferherd  rugientis  in  aruo. 

Liliger  ille  leo  rosidus  nunc  jiingiter  auro 
Christum  tercentis  terdenes  prefiiit  annis.” — Fol.  Q5. 

The  following  extract  presents  the  subject  in  a more  ludicrous  point  of  view, 
being  indeed  taken  from  one  of  those  exaggerated  satirical  accounts  of  our 
country,  in  which  the  English  people,  even  to  a later  period  than  the  times 
of  Swift  or  of  Churchill,  seem  to  have  delighted  themselves,  as  aflbrding  them 
a vent  to  their  national  antipathy.  “ The  arms  of  the  kingdom  was  ancient- 
ly a Red  Lyon  Rampant  in  a field  of  gold ; but  A71.  Dorn.  787,  they  had  the 
augmentation  of  the  double  tressure,  for  assisting  the  French  King ; but  his 
Majesties  arms  in  Scotland  is  a mere  Hysteron  Proteron — the  pride  of  the 
people  being  such,  as  to  place  the  Scots  arms  in  the  dexter  quarter  of  the  escut- 
cheon, and  make  the  unicorn  the  dexter  supporter,  with  the  thistle  at  his  heel, 
with  a suitable  motto — ‘'Nemo  me  impune  lacesset,’  true  enough ; whoever 
deals  with  them,  shall  be  sure  to  smart  for’t ; The  thistle  was  wisely  placed 
there,  partly  to  shew  the  fertility  of  the  country — Nature  alone  producing 
plenty  of  these  gay  flowers — and  partly  as  an  emblem  of  the  people  ; the  top 
thereof  having  some  colour  of  a flower,  but  the  bulk  and  substance  of  it  is  only 
sharp  and  poysonous  pricks.” — A Modern  Account  of  Scotland,  l679>  4to,  p.  3. 
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St.  XXIX — The  latter  lines  of  this  stanza  are  very  curious,  and  have  been 
considered  as  aprophetick  enunciation  of  the  Union  of  the  crowns  of  Scotland 
and  England,  about  a century  and  a lialf  before  that  event  was  accomplished 
in  the  person  of  James  VI.  A curious  prediction  of  this  kind  is  detailed  in 
Bishop  Spotiswood’s  History. 

St.  XXX. — The  history  of  the  Douglasses,  during  the  time  of  our  author, 
offers  much  curious  and  important  matter  of  enquiry,  had  this  been  a suitable 
place  for  entering  on  the  subject.  The  fate  of  William,  Eighth  Earl  of  Dou- 
glas, has  been  alluded  to  in  the  preface.  His  brother  and  successor,  James, 
after  the  discomfiture  at  Arkiuholm,  in  1455,  and  the  forfeiture  of  his  title  and 
estates,  (Acta  Pari.  vol.  11.  p.  42  and  75,)  which  immediately  followed,  retired 
to  England,  where  he  long  lived  in  retirement,  without  any  further  attempt  to 
disturb  the  publick  tnuiquillity.  At  length,  however,  in  the  year  1483,  he  was 
induced  to  make  an  excursion  into  his  native  land,  when  he  was  taken  pri- 
soner, and  sentenced  by  James  the  Third  to  be  confined  in  the  Abbey  of  Lin- 
dores — a fate  which  he  met  with  great  resignation  ; observing,  “He  that  may  no 
better  be,  must  be  a Monk."  He  entered  in  holy  orders — having,  as  it  is  said, 
been  brought  up  in  his  youth  with  a view  to  church  preferment — and  died 
there,  15th  April,  1488.  His  epitaph  may  be  seen  in  Crawfurd’s  Peerage, 
P-  59- 

St.  XXX.  1.  5. — Bellenden,  in  his  translation  of  Hector  Boece’s  Croniklis, 
uses  the  same  term  of  commendation,  when  s])eaking  of  “ the  illuster  surname 
of  Dowglas,  quhilkis,”  he  says,  “ war  evir  the  sicker  targe  and  weinval  of 
Scotland  aganis  Inglismen  ; and  wan  many  landis  be  thair  singular  manheid 
and  vassalage he  afterwards  adds,  that  “ sen  that  surname  was  put  doivn, 
Scotland  has  done  few  vailyhent  dedis  in  England.”— jfb/.  CCx.  Godscroft  re- 
peats these  words  whilst  vindicating  that  family  from  the  charges  usually  made 
against  them: — “Truely,”  he  says,  “ if  we  shall  speake  without  jiartiality,  their 
greatnesse  was  so  usefull  to  their  king  and  country,  that  Hector  "Boetius 
stickes  not  to  say,  the  Douglasses  were  ever  the  sure  buckler  and  warre-wall 
of  Scotland,  and  wonne  many  lands  by  their  singular  manhood  and  vassalages  ; 
for  they  decored  this  realnie  with  many  noble  acts,  and  by  the  glory  of  their 
martiall  deeds.” — p.  207. 

St.  XXXII. — If  we  reject  the  notion  of  the  poem  containing  a satire  on  King 
James  II.,  it  might  the  more  readily  admit  of  a doubt,  whether  it  was  not 
written  previous  to  the  death  of  Earl  William,  in  1452,  since  the  manner  in 
which  the  then  Earl  of  Douglas  is  spoken  of,  seems  to  be  equally  applicable  to 
either  of  the  brothers.  The  probability,  however,  is  in  favour  of  what  is  else- 
where stated  at  sufficient  length  : otherwise  the  author  most  assuredly  would 
not  have  limited  the  green-tree  of  Douglas  to  Jour  branches  j and  it  would  have 
been  a most  inexcusable  oversight  in  Holland,  when  describing  the  members 
of  that  family,  to  which  he  appears  to  have  been  so  much  attached,  and  men- 
tioning the  younger  brothers  so  particularly,  had  he  passed  over  in  silence  the 
second  brother,  and  the  presumptive  heir  of  succession  to  the  earldom. 
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St.  xxxv.-xiii.— In  some  respects,  Holland,  in  the  Episode  contained  in 
these  stanzas  concerning  the  ‘ gud  Schir  James,'  or,  as  he  is  sometimes  called, 

' the  Black  Douglas,'  has  greatly  exceeded  his  illustrious  predecessor,  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Aberdeen,  with  whose  metrical  history  of  the  Bruce,  he  was  evidently 
acquainted.  Several  lines  might  be  quoted,  with  which  there  is  too  close  a si- 
milarity to  suppose  it  to  have  been  merely  accidental.  On  this  subject,  Wyn- 
town,  the  Prior  of  Lochlevin,  is  remarkably  concise  ; contenting  himself  with 
referring  his  readers  to  Barbour.  There  was  no  great  loss  sustained,  proba- 
bly, in  his  so  doing;  as  it  is  not  likely  that  he  would  have  added  anything  to 
the  interest  of  his  predecessor’s  narrative.  After  telling  us,  that  in  1320,  King 
Robert  lay  in  lang  sichies  in  Cardi-oss,  and  that  his  body  was  interred  in  the 
Kirk  of  Dunfermlme,  he  merely  adds, 

“ And  gud  Jamys  of  Dowglas 
His  Hart  tuk,  as  fyrst  orderyd  was 
For  to  here  in  the  Holy  Land. 

How  that  that  wes  tene  on  hand. 

Well  purportis  Browsys  buk, 

Quhay  will  tharof  the  matere  luke.” 

St.  XLiii. — Since  writing  the  preface,  I observe  that  “ Archibaldus  Mora- 
via; Comes,"  appears  as  one  of  the  witnesses  to  a publick  deed,  28th  June,  1445. 
— (Ada  Pari.  vol.  II.  p.  5,Q.)  The  earliest  mention  of  him  under  that  title, 
which  I had  then  discovered,  was  in  the  curious  pajier,  of  date,  25th  August, 
1447,  printed  by  Hay  of  Drumboote,  (in  his  Vindication  of  Elizabeth  More  ; 
Edin.  1723, 4to,  p.  65,  &c.)  determining  the  priority  of  birth  in  favour  of  James, 
over  Archibald,  who,  it  appears,  were  twin-brothers ; in  which  Sir  James  is  de- 
signated as  of  Heriotmuir and  his  brother  is  e.xpressly  called  “Archibald  of 
Douglas,  Erie  of  Murrawe."  The  succession  was  thus  amicably  adjusted,  in  the 
event  that,  “ gif  it  sail  happen  the  said  [|William|]  Lord  Erie,  to  decesse  with- 
outyn  ayrs  of  his  body  lauchfullie  to  be  gottin." — The  name  of  Archibald,  Earl 
of  Murray,  is  again  mentioned,  in  1449,  as  one  of  the  conservators  of  a truce 
with  England. — {Ri/meri  Foedera,  XI.  253,  &c.)  But  the  former  deed  is  suf- 
ficient to  shew  that  the  marriage  was  celebrated  as  early  as  1445.  From  Gods- 
croft  we  learn  that  it  was  subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Murray,  the 
father  of  the  lady.  There  is  usually  a sad  want  of  dates  in  ascertaining  such 
minute  points  of  history. 

St.  xi>*v. — The  name  of  the  Earl  of  Ormond  occurs  likewise  among  the 
witnesses  in  the  deed  above  referred  to,  in  June  1445.  The  title  therefore  must 
have  been  conferred  on  him  not  long  after  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Douglas, 
had  gained  the  ascendancy  in  matters  of  state. 

St.  xiiTV.  1.  3, ' And  richt  so  did  Ihe  ferd. — On  the  margin  of  Bannatyne’s 
MS.,  opposite  these  words,  is  affixed  the  name  of  “ Lord  Balveny younger 
brother,  as  here  described,  of  the  Douglasses. 
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St.  MX Lord  Hailes,  who  speaks  of  the  Howlat  as  a verbose  work,  adds, 

that  it  must  have  merit  with  aDti([uaries,  from  the  stanzas  describing  “ the 
kyiidis  of  instruments,  the  sportaris,  (jugglers,)  the  Irish  bard,  and  the  fulis.” 
Many  of  the  musical  instruments  here  mentioned,  are  likewise  named  by  Gawin 
Douglas,  in  his  Palice  of  Honour.  His  words  are, 

" In  modiilatioun  hard  I play  and  sing 
Faburdoun,  priksang,  discant,  countering. 

Cant  organe,  figuratioun,  and  gemmell ; 

On  croud,  lute,  harp,  with  mony  gudlie  spring ; 

Scbalnies,  clariounes,  portatiues,  hard  I ring, 

Monycord,  organe,  tympane,  and  cymbcll, 

Sythollj  psalterie,  and  voices  sweet  as  bell,”  &c. 

£dii.  Ediii.  1579,  P-  l-l. 

St.  Lx.-Lxi. — The  wonderful  exploits  of  the  juggler  here  described  may  re- 
mind some  readers  of  the  curious  stanza,  in  Douglas’s  Palice  of  Honour,  of 
a similar  nature  ; where  the  author  says, 

“ The  Nigromansie  thair  saw  I eik  anonc. 

Of  Benytas,  Bongo,  and  Freir  Bacone, 

With  mony  subtill  point  of  Juglairy ; 

Of  Flanders  ]>eis  maid  mony  precious  stone, 

Ane  greit  laid  sadill  of  a siching  bone. 

Of  ane  nutemug  thay  maid  a Monk  in  by, 

Ane  paroche  kirk  of  ane  penny  pye  : 

And  Benytas  of  ane  mussill  maid  an  aip. 

With  mony  uther  subtill  mow  and  jaip.” 

Edil.  Edin.  1579j  56. 

St.  — “ One  is  naturally  arrested  by  the  character  of  the  Irish  Bard, 

who  breaks  in  at  the  banquet  like  a sturdy  beggar,  reciting  in  alternate  line.s 
the  Irish  gibberish  by  which  he  proposed  to  deserve  entertainment ; and  ex- 
pressing in  English  his  coarse  and  unmannerly  wants  and  demands.  The  jar- 
gon he  speaks  is  too  much  corrupted,  I fear,  to  be  intelligible.” — Manuscript 
Note  by  Sir  W.  Scott. 

If  such  was  the  usual  conduct  of  the  strolling  bards  in  those  days,  we  need 
not  Ije  much  surprised  in  finding  them  classed  with  sornaris,  sturdy  beggars, 
and  other  mistcrfull  men,  who  were  denounced  as  vagrants,  and  proceeded 
against  accordingly.  There  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  year  1449,  against 
bardis,  or  “ ony  that  makis  thaim  fulis  that  ar  noc/il  bardis,  or  sic  lik  vtheris 
ryiiaris  aboute.” — {Ada  Pari.  Vol.  1 1,  p.  36.) 

In  this  stanza,  as  the  writer  of  the  manuscript  critique  on  the  poem  has  ob- 
served, “ there  are  some  lines  wholly  Irish,  which  have  iis  uncouth  and  forbid- 
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ding  an  appearancCj  as  the  scene  in  the  Punic  or  Carthaginian  language,  which 
Plautus  has  inserted  in  one  of  his  comedies. — (^Poenulus,  Act.  v.  Sc.  1.)” 

St.  LXLiv. — “ The  order  of  the  entertainment  is  given  very  correctly  ; and 
may  be  considered  as  a picturesque  delineation  of  a banquet  of  the  period. 
There  is  first  a religious  hymn  to  the  Virgin  ; then  a vocal  and  instrumental 
concert ; then  the  deceptions  and  tricks  of  a juggler  or  conjuror  ; then  the  in- 
trusion of  the  Irish  bard,  with  behaviour  as  rude  as  his  dialect — his  combat 
with  the  two  professed  fools — and  the  fight  of  the  two  fools  or  jesters  with 
each  other — all  of  which  were  amusements  peculiar  to  the  period.  In  paint- 
ings of  the  older  schools,  we  often  see  such  strange  associations  as  persons  of 
quality  feasting  at  the  high  dais,  while  beggars  attend  in  the  porch,  and  dwarfs 
and  jesters  are  gamboling  or  fighting  on  the  floor.” — Manuscript  Note  by  Sir 
TV.  Scott. 

St.  Lxviii. — “ If  nothing  more  were  meant  by  the  Owl,  than  the  bird  com- 
monly so  called,  I should  scarcely  think  the  improvement  of  his  form,  what  the 
critics  call  a Dig7ius  V'indice  Nodus,  a cause  of  sufficient  importance  to  war- 
rant the  introduction  of  such  a Prosopopoeia  as  Nature.” — Manuscript  Critique, 
&c.  p.  12. 

St.  Lxxvi.  1.  9. — In  a note  to  the  preface,  (p.  2,)  the  false  reading  of  tuy 
CROWNE  in  Pinkerton’s  edition  is  taken  notice  of;  as  on  these  words  part  of  the 
strength  of  his  argument  is  founded.  But  except  in  one  other  instance,  I have 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  either  the  reader  or  myself  in  pointing  out 
the  errors  which  have  crept  into  that  edition  of  the  Howlat ; which,  indeed, 
without  any  sort  of  exaggeration,  might  perhaps  be  termed  the  most  inaccti- 
rate  copy  of  any  old  Scotish  poem  whicli  has  in  our  days  been  submitted  to  the 
publick.  The  blame,  however,  (it  is  but  just  to  remai'k,)  does  not  rest  with 
the  editor,  who,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  instances,  was  obliged  to  trust  to 
persons  who  were  not  very  competent  to  the  task. 

In  the  conclusion  to  the  preface,  a curious  passage  in  Blind  Harry's  Wallace, 
alluding  to  the  Howlat,  is  given ; and  it  is  rather  singular,  that  the  comparison 
which  is  there  made  use  of,  should  have  been  adopted  from  so  fabulous  a writer 
by  our  old  historian,  John  Major,  whose  words  again  have  been  re-echoed  by 
subsequent  writers. — Hisloria,  etc.  Paris,  1521,  fol.  lxxi. 
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